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Ray Danyluk (left) is presented the Michael Luchkovich Award by UCC- 
APC President Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz 
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Danyluk 
presented with 
Luchkovich 
Award 


(UkrNews)—Former Alberta 
Cabinet Minister and MLA Ray 
Danyluk was presented with the 
Michael Luchkovich award at 
Ukrainian Day held at the Ukrai- 
nian Cultural Heritage Village, Au- 
gust 9. 

Since 1986, the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress - Alberta Provincial 
Council has honoured individuals 
who have previously been elected 
officials with the Michael Luchkoy- 
ich Award, named for Canada’s first 
federal MP of Ukrainian origin, for 
their significant contribution and 
dedication to the betterment of all 
Canadians. The award is presented 
annually by the UCC-APC President 
during the Ukrainian Day Festival at 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage in Alberta. 

In accepting his award, Danyluk 
paid tribute to the 2013 recipient, 
former Alberta Premier Ed Stel- 
mach, noting it was a great honour to 
have served in his administration. 

“Ed Stelmach is an individual 
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Saskatoon 5 Lastiwka perform at the 50" Anniversary of Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin. 


CNUF celebrates 50 years 


By Jessica Rawluk, 
Dauphin Herald Reporter 

The 50th anniversary of Can- 
ada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
ended with a bang, as fireworks lit 
up the night sky, Sunday (August 
2), on what organizers are calling 
the biggest festival of all time. 

“I think for the entire weekend 
everything went very well,” said 
CNUF president David Katcsma. 

“There’s always little bumps in 
anything you do, but other than that 
we had a very good weekend.” 

It was a record attendance for the 
three-day festival with Katcsma 
estimating attendance was three- 
to-four times higher than previous 
years. 

“Because it’s our anniversary 
this year, our attendance has been 
up. It was quite awesome to see 
the number of people in the am- 
phitheatre, especially on the Fri- 
day. There were quite a few people 
and, on Saturday, there were even 
more.” 

During the opening ceremonies, 
Premier Greg Selinger proclaimed 
Canada’s National Ukrainian Festi- 
val as a celebrated Manitoba event 
the first Saturday in August, some- 
thing Katcsma said was quite an 
honour. 

"І think it’s an honour for the 
Ukrainian people to recognize the 
Ukrainian culture, the heritage and 
the people who came to Canada 
many, many years ago.” 

Saturday’s evening grandstand 
consisted of an entire performance 
by Saskatoon-based Pavlychenko 
Folklorique Ensemble, as it pre- 
sented Legacy and were joined 
by Lastiwka Ukrainian Orthodox 
Choir and Orchestra and Canada’s 
National Riding and Dancing Cos- 
sacks. 


“We tried the showcase idea a 
couple of years ago where we had 
one group do the entire grandstand 
show, but Saturday’s show I think 
was phenomenal. It was very well 
done,” Katesma said of the per- 
formance under artistic director 
Serhij Koroliuk. 

Local amateur dance groups 


were given the opportunity to per- 
form on the main stage Sunday 
afternoon, thrilling the young dan- 
cers. 

Sunday saw the return of Ukrain- 
ian rock band Mad Heads, who had 
the -crowd singing, dancing and 
crowd surfing right along. 
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Celebrating the 24th Anniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence. 


Alann J. Nazareyvich 
Barrister & Solicitor 


Tax, Corporate & Estate Planning 


#203, 2951 Ellwood Drive SW Tel: 780-430-0363 
Edmonton, Alberta Fax: 780-435-9279 
T6X OBI anazar(@telusplanet.net 


Вітаємо українську громаду з нагоди 
24-ої річниці незалежности України! 


TASTE OF UKRAINE 
RESTAURANT 


516 ST. ALBERT TRAIL, 
ST. ALBERT 
PH. 780-458-5444 
www.tasteofukraine.com 
email: tasteofukraine@telus.net 


restaurant 


Едмонтонська станиця 
Української Скавтської Організації 
"Пласт" 


долучується до святкування 
проголошення Незалежности України 


День реєстрації - субота 12 вересня 2015 р. 
у Пластовій домівці, що знаходиться за адресою: 
10150 - 79 Street, Edmonton 


2:00 год. дня - юнацтво (віком 12-17 рр.) 
3:00 год. дня - новацтво (віком 6-11 рр.) і пташата (віком 3-5 рр.) 


edmonton@plast.ca www.plastedmonton.org 


> St. Michael’s 


5 HEALTH GROUP 


Millennium Pav 
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Про особливості 
канадських виборів 


(День) - Днями прем'єр- 
міністр Канади Стівен Гарпер 
оголосив про проведення 19 
жовтня парляментських виборів 
у країні. Як повідомляє Reuters, 
глава уряду згідно з законодав- 
ством розпустив парлямент після 
зустрічі з генерал-губернатором 
(представник офіційної  гла- 
ви держави в Канаді Королеви 
Enisaperu II) та, таким чином, 
дав старт 11-тижневій виборчій 
кампанії. 

У | своєму виступі  Гар- 
пер зазначив, що на виборах 
вирішуватиметься питання збе- 
реження сильної економіки та 
захисту канадців від терори- 
стичних атак, а тому, наголо- 
сив він, натякаючи на лідерів 
опозиційних партій, зараз -- 
не час для недосвідченості та 
«політкоректності». 

Утім, за прогнозами експертів, 
Консервативна партія, до якої 
належить Гарпер і яка перебуває 
при владі з 2006 року, може втра- 
тити більшість у Палаті громад. 
У разі об'єднання зусиль дві 
опозиційні лівоцентристські 
партії — «Нові Демократи» та 
Ліберали — мають шанси пере- 
могти на виборах. 

З другого боку, якщо Гарпер 
виграє вибори, він стане першим 
з 1908 року прем'єр-міністром, 
який виграв чотири виборчі 
кампанії поспіль. 

Чинний канадський прем'єр 
відомий тим, що підтримав на- 
фтову промисловість країни 
ay протистоянні 3 захисника- 
ми довкілля, зменшив подат- 
ки, та підтримував / правий 
уряд Ізраїлю. Крім того, Кана- 
да відома своєю однозначною 
позицією щодо подій на Донбасі. 
Оттава неодноразово виступа- 
ла за санкції проти Росії, не ви- 
ключала можливості надання 
летальної зброї Україні. 


780-473-5621 

Long Term Care Centre 
ion Seniors Lodge 
Vegreville Manor 


Grove Manor (Spruce Grove} 


smhg.ca 


З Нагоди Річниці 
Незалежності 


Ігор Бардин 


виступає на конференції 


КОЛО 


Канадсько-української 


парляментської програми (КУПП) и Львові, 30 листопада, 2014 р. 


«День» звернувся до адвоката, 
громадського діяча, основопо- 
ложника Канадсько-української 
парляментської програми 
(КУПІ) Ігоря Бардина з прохан- 
ням прокоментувати важливість 
цих виборів. 

-- У 2007 році парлямент 
вніс поправки до закону про 
вибори в Канаді для забезпе- 
чення фіксованої дати виборів 
кожні чотири роки. У ново- 
му законі зазначається, що 
загальні | (федеральні) вибо- 
ри відбуватимуться у третій 
понеділок жовтня, кожні чотири 
роки. Відтак, перша фіксована 
дата виборів припадає на 2015 рік 
і саме на 19 жовтня, як було попе- 
редньо визначено новим законом. 


Що ж до кількості виборчих 
округів, то через збільшення 


чисельності населення Kana- 
ди було створено 30 нових ви- 
борчих округів на час виборів 
2015 року. Відтак, загальна 
кількість округів становить 338. 
Багато нових виборчих округів 
виникло в районі Великого То- 
ронто, де кандидатами у депу- 
тати є, принаймні, три канадці 
українського походження. 

До речі, спостерігачами на 
цих виборах будуть 15 студентів, 
яких було обрано як стажистів 
у парляменті Канади восени 
2015 року в межах Канадсько- 
української парляментської про- 
грами стажування для студентів 
з України, які на цей час навча- 
ються в університетах України, 


Франції, Нідерландів, Китаю 
і Великобританії. Ці студенти 
приїдуть у Канаду у вересні, щоб 
спостерігати за виборчим проце- 
сом в виборчих округах Канади. 
Традиційна програма стажуван- 
ня для студентів українських 
вузів відбудеться навесні 2016 
року. 

-- Які найголовніші питання 
визначатимуть переможця на 
цих виборах? 

Прем'єр-міністр  Кана- 
ди Стівен Гарпер вважає, що 
найважливішим питанням буде 
економіка. | Лідер офіційної 
опозиції Томас Малкер, а та- 
кож лідер третьої в парляменті 


Ліберальної партії | Джастін 
Трудо вважають пріоритетом 
економіку. | ТІ світових 


цін на нафту вплинуло на стан 
економіки Канади, але завдя- 
ки диверсифікації канадської 
економіки вплив був прийнят- 
ним. Енергоресурси в економіці 
Канади становлять майже 19% 
прибутку та забезпечують майже 
1,8 млн робочих місць. 

Прем'єр-міністр Гарпер 
є | відвертим | прихильником 
України і критично ставиться 
до президента Росії Владіміра 
Путіна. Малкер i Трудо також 
висловлюються на підтримку 
незалежності України. Опиту- 
вання показують, що Стівен Гар- 
пер i Томас Малкер мають май- 
же однакову підтримку. Але ще 
занадто рано робити висновки 
або прогнози. 


Американські законодавці- 
демократи відвідують Україну 


(Голос Америки) -Сполучені Штати продовжать підтримувати 
українські реформи, серед яких створення нової поліції, запевня- 
ють у Конгресі США. В середу в Києві американські законодавці 
зустрічалися з українськими урядовцями, політиками та громадсь- 
кими активістами. У фокусі переговорів - допомога, яку Сполучені 
Штати можуть надати Україні. 

До Києва прибула ще одна делегація конгресменів зі Сполуче- 
них Штатів. Традиційна зупинка - вулиця Інститутська, меморіал 
пам'яті «Небесної сотні». Коли волонтери розповідають жахливу 
історію розстрілу протестувальників у центрі української столиці, 
здається, що у керівника делегації Ненсі Пелосі з'являються сльо- 
зи. 

Американські конгресмени розвіюють побоювання скептиків, які 
кажуть, що у Вашингтоні втомилися від українських проблем. 

«Ми насамперед хочемо з'ясувати, чим ще ми можемо вам до- 
помогти. Спостерігати за подіями по телебаченню або в пресі - це 
одне. Але побачити ситуацію на власні очі - зовсім інша справа», 
- сказала конгресмен США Ненсі Пелосі. 

Схожу заяву зробив член делегації конгресмен Марк Візей. 

«Ми хочемо, щоб Україна здолала сепаратистів і повернула Крим. 
Ми прагнемо надати будь-яку підтримку, яку можемо. Під час візиту 
ми зустрічаємося i з українськими чиновниками і з американськи- 
ми дипломатами. Ми хочемо бачити Україну єдиною, успішною i 
розквітлою державою», - додав Марк Візей. 
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Opposition critics slam Harper’s 
comments on Russia sanctions 


(UkrNews)—Opposition  сгії- 
ics have slammed Prime Minster 
Stephen Harper’s explanation why 
two highly placed Russian officials 
were not on Canada’s sanctions list 
made during the MacLean’s Lead- 
er’s Debate held August 7. 

During the segment regarding 
Ukraine, New Democratic Party 
Leader Thomas Mulcair stated: 
“With regard to Ukraine, yes, Putin 
is a danger. We stand firmly with 
Ukraine against the aggression by 
Russia. But there are things that 
Canada can and should be doing. 
Now, our allies, again, have a rather 
complete list of people who are be- 
ing sanctioned. There are two key 
players. One is Vladimir Уакипіп; 
the other is Igor Sechin. Mr. Harper 
is sheltering them. They are not on 
Canada’s list. So my question to 
you, Mr. Harper, is why are these 
two individuals being blocked by 
all of our allies and you’re giving 
them a free pass?” 

To which Harper replied: “Well, 
let me be very clear about how we 
have handled sanctions. And we 
have sanctioned a record number 


not just of Russian officials but of 
Ukrainian officials connected with 
the previous government, and Rus- 
sian officials who are involved in 
Ukrainian territory. We have — all 
the allies have slightly different lists 
because the objective in all of these 
things is to make sure we do max- 
imum damage to Vladimir Putin and 
to the Russian economy while trying 
to minimize damages to our own. 
Where all of our allies list people, 
we follow invariably with those lists, 
and they do the same thing.” 

NDP Foreign Affairs Critic 
Paul Dewar told Ukrainian News 
that the most important point was 
Harper’s comment on damage to 
our economies. 

“This is problematic. We should 
be in line with our allies and not 
worried about ‘damage’ these two 
may have on our economy. In fact 
it is hypocrisy for Harper to make 
the claim that we follow our allies 
when he admits we don’t.” 

“Tt’s not my job to analyze what 
the prime minister means... but if 
the prime minister was implying 
that Sechin and Yakunin were not 


on Canada’s sanctions list because 
that would be damaging to Can- 
ada’s economic interests, then he is 
being absolutely hypocritical vis-a- 
vis our allies,” said Toronto-Centre 
Liberal MP Chrystia Freeland. 
“Canada has taken a strong pos- 
ition rhetorically in supporting 
Ukraine and we are urging our al- 
ies to take a position with regards to 
Ukraine and with regards to Russia 
that for many of our allies, particu- 
arly Germany, has come at a very 
serious economic cost and we abso- 
utely can’t be credible of what we 
are saying is well we'll sanction all 
he Russians except the ones that we 
are doing business with’. The point 
of sanctions is precisely to target the 
Russian with whom we are doing 
business and to make it very clear 
to Putin and the people who sup- 
port him that they cannot continue to 
have a warm and cozy relationship 
with the West while Putin is іпуад- 
ing Ukraine,” she added. 4 
The Prime Minister’s Office was 
asked to clarify Harper’s com- 
ments, but did not reply by the time 
Ukrainian News had gone to print. 


Danyluk presented with Luchkovich Award 


Cont. from P. 1 

that very much supported the cul- 
ture and supported the people of 
Alberta and — I want to say that 
again — supported the people of 
Alberta, ensuring that infrastruc- 
ture, ensuring that transportation, 
ensuring that culture would be pre- 
served in this province. In the fu- 
ture history we will look back and 
we will recognize what a great pre- 
mier he was and the dedication that 
he had to the people of this proy- 
ince,” he stated. 

Raymond Bruce  Danyluk’s 
Ukrainian great grandparents, 
Alexander (Sandy) and Nastesia 
Danyluk came from the Bukovyna 
Region to settle near Willingdon, 
Alberta in the 1890s. Ray’s grand- 
father, Peter Danyluk, was born 
near Whitford, Alberta in 1900. 
Nastesia died during childbirth 
and Sandy died when Peter was 3 
years old. To earn his keep, Peter 
worked on farms at young age and 
was not able to attend school. He 
farmed near Hairy Hill, married 
Jennie Hirka and raised a family 
of 3 sons and 3 daughters. In 1945 
they bought 5 quarters of land and 
moved southwest of Elk Point to a 
place with an abundance of trees 
for firewood and the prospect of 
building a log house. 

Ray was born on February, 22 


1952 in Calgary, to Rose. Ray grew 
up on the Elk Point farm under the 
care and guidance of his grand- 
parents and Uncle Bill. His first 
language was Ukrainian and he 
didn’t learn English until he started 
school in Elk Point. He studied sci- 
ence at the University of Alberta 
and married Lorraine Hodge. They 
purchased the farm from his uncle 


and cared for his grandfather until 
his death in 1975. Ray and Lor- 


raine continue to farm this land, 
calving in February and growing 
grain and hay. Their 3 children ap- 
preciated growing up on the farm, 
enjoy picking kalyna and pidpenky, 
and visiting. “Guido” entertains his 
5 grandchildren with horse drawn 
sleigh rides and an increasing me- 
nagerie of chickens, lambs and 
pigs. 

Ray’s political career began in 
the 1970s serving as a UGG del- 
egate, Cattle Commission Director 
and President of the Rural Electri- 
fication Association. He was very 
involved with his children’s activi- 
ties; Ukrainian Dance, 4-H, hockey 
and basketball, often coaching, 
always cheering. Ray’s motivation 
to create better educational and 
recreational opportunities for rural 
children propelled him into elec- 
toral politics. He was elected as a 
Municipal Councilor and School 


Current Minister of Municipal Affairs Minister Deron Bilous (right) 
confers with former (2008-2010) Municipal Affairs Minister Ray Danyluk 
after the presentation. 


Board Trustee for the County of St. 
Paul in 1992. He served as Reeve 
and as St. Paul Education Board 
Chair. He is proud of his work as 
Chair of the Amalgamation Steer- 
ing Committee and of having ma- 
jor influence in the redesign of edu- 
cational funding in support of rural 
students. 

Ray was elected to the Alberta 


Legislature in 2001, representing 
Lac La Biche-St. Paul as MLA un- 


til 2012. Ray served under three 
Premiers and held four ministerial 
portfolios; including municipal af- 
fairs and housing, infrastructure 
and transportation. In his capacity 
as minister, Ray launched a sus- 
tainability initiative to provide sus- 
tainable funding for municipalities. 
He modernized the coordination of 
emergency and fire management 
across the province. He helped lead 
and support an initiative to elec- 
tronically network and update Al- 
berta libraries. He fought to obtain 
funding for universities, schools, 
hospitals, roads, bridges and cul- 
tural facilities, including the new 
Royal Alberta Museum and Ar- 
chives. It was a privilege for him 
to serve under Premier Stelmach, 
during a dynamic period of growth 
and investment in infrastructure. 

In 2011, Ray was honored to 
receive the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Leadership for Active Communi- 
ties Award. 

In 2015, the gymnasium in the 
Elk Point FG Miller High School 
was named in honor of Ray’s dedi- 
cation to community and youth, 
promotion of sports and his great 
efforts to make the school modern- 
ization a reality. 

Ray is currently serving as Chair 
of the Board of Governors of Por- 
tage College. 

During his tenure as MLA, Ray 
enjoyed the experience of serving 
on the advisory board of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress as well as 
Chair of the Council on Alberta- 
Ukraine Relations. Unequivocally, 
he is proud of his Ukrainian heri- 
tage. He recognizes the cultural at- 
tributes that compose his “natura”. 
He supports the cause of Ukrainian 
Village as an edueational resource 
showcasing Ukrainian culture, as 
well as agricultural heritage in Al- 
berta. 


Congratulations to all Ukrainians 
on 24 years of Independence. 


Ken Krawetz 
MLA, Canora-Pelly 


P.O Box 838 
Canora, SK, SOA OlO 
Phone: 306-563-4425 

E-Mail: krawetz@sasktel.net 

Web: www.kenkrawetz.ca 


Best Wishes on the 24th Anniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
MacEwan University is an endowed centre that carries out projects 
linking MacEwan to the Ukrainian Canadian community and to uni- 
versities in Ukraine and Eastern Europe. In addition to publishing a 
newsletter and Social, Health, and Communication Studies Journal, 
and hosting a series of academic and cultural events throughout the 
year, URDC administers an annual awards program in the areas of 
Ukrainian folk arts, creative writing, and media arts. 

The URDC’s new Director is Dr. Svitlana (Lana) Krys, the 
Kule Chair of Ukrainian Community and International Develop- 
ment at MacEwan. Dr. Krys is committed to introducing the study 
of Ukraine and Eastern Europe to MacEwan’s curriculum and to 
supporting faculty and students, interested in Ukraine, through ex- 
changes and scholarship opportunities. She is also looking forward 
to working with Canadian Ukrainian community groups in a range 
of academic and cultural outreach initiatives. 


For further information, to receive URDC’s newsletter, 
or to donate, please contact or visit our web-site: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 
Grant MacEwan University 

#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B7 
Tel: 780-497-5494; Fax: 780-497-4377 

Email: konkiny@macewan.ca 
http:/Awww.MacEwan.ca/URDC 


«Допомагаймо Нашій Громаді» 
"Looking after Community's needs" 


neral Home, 
and Reception Centre 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and-your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us, 
» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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‘Owned and operated by the 


Smolyk family since 1941 


Celebrating the 24th Anniversary of 
Ukraine's Independence 
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SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


+ Wood smoked bacon 

* Smoked turkeys 

« Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
+ Freezer beef, veal, pork 

* Social packs 

* Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

+ Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 


CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


З нагоди 24-01 річниці проголошення 
незалежности бажаємо усім українцям 
радісного святкування цього важливого дня! 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 780-422-1397 Fax: 780-426-6179 
www.marketdrugsmedical.com. 
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Російські війська «тренуються» 
для великого наступу - експерти 


Андрій Лисенко, Радіо Свобода 

У ніч на 10 серпня та вранці 
російські війська та бойовики 
спробували прорвати українську 
лінію оборони під Волновахою, 
однак зазнали невдачі і навіть 
втратили частину своїх позицій, 
заявив | журналістам | речник 
Адміністрації президента з пи- 
тань АТО Андрій Лисенко. 

«Спробу наступу зупинено. 
Противник зазнав значних втрат 
у живій силі й техніці, його 
відкинули на 2-3 кілометри. У 
ході контратаки Збройні сили 
України відновили 0 контроль 
над стратегічними висотами», — 
повідомив Лисенко про дії 72-ї 
бригади ЗСУ. 

Зі свого боку, представник 
Добровольчого українського 
корпусу «Правий сектор» Оле- 
на Білозерська зд уточнює: за 
повідомленням бійців «Право- 
го сектора», які брали участь 
у тому бою, українські вояки 
утримують свої позиції, однак 
з українського боку семеро за- 
гиблих. Водночас Білозерська 
спростовує повідомлення про 
те, що українська сторона прой- 
шла вперед на 2-3 кілометри і 
закріпилася в сусідньому селі 
Новоласпа. 

Обстріли російської 
артилерії та диверсійно- 
розвідувальні дії проросійських 
сепаратистів активізувалися 
на всій лінії | зіткнення, 
повідомляють аналітики групи 
«Інформаційного спротиву». 

Зі свого боку, секретар 
РНБО Олександр Турчинов 
вважає, що російська сторона 
концентрує сили з метою прори- 
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Молодь Українського Національного 


Об'єднання Канади 


Український Драматичний Театр «Сузір'я» 
Український Дитячий Театр - студія «Джерело» 
Український Музичний Ансамбль "Рута" 


єс ту 


10629 - 98 Street, Edmonton, АВ T5H 2N6 


Tel: 780-422-5246 
www.unfedmonton.ca 


ву української оборони. 

За словами Турчинова, 3a 
останню добу російські війська 
вчинили найбільшу від початку 
року кількість артилерійських 
обстрілів сил АТО: 127 разів. 

«Як ми і попереджали, 
провокація проти місії ОБСЄ 
була частиною підготовки на- 
ступу на наші позиції», - сказав 
секретар РНБО, коментуючи 
підпал автівок ОБСЄ 9 серпня в 
Донецьку. 

За словами Турчинова, 
російські війська та cenapa- 
тисти концентрують сили та 
артилерійський вогонь для про- 
риву лінії фронту на окремих на- 
прямках. Однак, додає секретар 
РНБО, президент провів нараду 
з військовими та силовиками, 
на якій вони відпрацювали план 


протидії подальшим спробам на- 
ступу. 
Між тим, проросійські се- 


паратисти пояснюють свої дії 
наміром «зірвати ймовірний на- 
ступ українських військ до Дня 
Незалежності». 

Радник міністра інформаційної 
політики Олександр Бригинець, 
який перебуває в зоні бойових 
дій, навпаки, бачить у таких 
атаках спробу Кремля зірвати 
Мінські угоди, які йому «наче 
кістка в горлі». 

Російські війська та сепа- 
ратисти на Донбасі накопичу- 
ють сили, однак їхня такти- 
ка і наміри не є новими, тож 
для України зберігаються Ti 
ж самі загрози, заявив Радіо 
Свобода військовий експерт 
Інституту євроатлантичного 
співробітництва Ігор Козій. 

«Нічого нового в 
діях сепаратистів немає. 
Збільшується кількість стволів, 
техніки i  боєзапасу. Будуть 
постійні спроби ескалації та 
«віджиму» території. З почат- 
ку перших мінських перемов 
Україна втратила контроль над 
200 квадратними кілометрами 
території. Сьогодні був один з 
важких днів для Збройних сил 
України. До таких ситуацій тре- 
ба готуватися, як і до широкомас- 
штабного наступу. Це станеть- 
ся, якщо не підвищуватимемо 
обороноздатність i не буде поси- 
лення санкцій з боку міжнародної 
спільноти», - наголошує Козій. 

Експерт припускає, що спро- 
би локального або ж повномас- 
штабного наступу російських 
військ є високо ймовірними не 
лише до якоїсь конкретної дати, 
як-от День Незалежності чи Но- 
вий рік. За словами Ігоря Козія, 
російська сторона вичікуватиме, 
коли Україна буде найслабшою, 
причому Росія  поєднуватиме 
військовий, | економічний і 
політичний тиск на неї. 

Великий наступ в Україні є 
елементом стратегічних цілей 
Кремля, відтак рано чи пізно 
російська сторона спробує посу- 
нути лінію фронту, спрогнозував 
у ефірі Радіо Свобода волонтер 
Юрій Касьянов. За його слова- 
ми, бойові зіткнення, які були в 
Мар'їнці i які нині відбуваються 
у Старогнатівці та в Широкині, 
це лише «розвідка боєм». 

«Супротивник прово- 
дить розвідку боєм i обкатує 


свої підрозділи, навчає їх для 
ймовірного наступу. Звісно, 
наступ буде, бо головна мета 
Путіна — завдати | поразки 
українським збройним силам, 
розгромити їх, створити нову 
військово-політичну ситуацію, 
в якій він зможе висувати свої 
вимоги Заходу. Наприклад, або з 
Росії знімуть санкції, або Путін 
піде на Харків та Київ», - заува- 
жив Касьянов. - 

Що ж до Мінських угод, на які 
постійно посилається українська 
сторона, то, на думку Касьянова, 
вони «ніким не виконуються», і 
сторони використовують їх не 
для заморожування конфлікту, а 
для того, щоб виграти час і пере- 
групувати сили. 

Касьянов | посилається | на 
дані Генштабу та неофіційні 
повідомлення від української 
розвідки, за якими російські 
війська на Донбасі мають близь- 
ко 250 танків та 15-20 тисяч 
бійців. Однак це невелике угру- 
повання, зауважує волонтер, 
маневрує всією лінією фронту 
і може формувати «ударний ку- 
лак» на окремій ділянці, тоді як 
українські вояки сидять в OKO- 
пах, розтягнуті на всю лінію 
фронту. 

На початку серпня прези- 
дент України Петро Порошен- 
ко заявив, що на окупованих 
територіях Донбасу перебуває 9 
тисяч військових Росії. 

Командир батальйону МВС 


«Київ-2», шо тримає обоубту па 1 


Луганщині, Богдан Войцеховсь- 
кий говорить одразу про кілька 
сценаріїв, які може готувати 
російська сторона. 

«Україна має готуватися до 
найгіршого, тобто до широкомас- 
штабного наступу, але можуть 
бути й інші сценарії. Наприклад, 
розгойдувати ситуацію в Києві 
і паралельно завдати локальних 
поразок ЗСУ на Донбасі», - каже 
він. 

За | словами | Войцеховсь- 
кого, в Луганській області, 
де перебуває його підрозділ, 
російські військові та сепарати- 
сти більшість часу переформа- 
товують свої підрозділи і трену- 
ються. 

«Переважно вони тренують- 
ся. Насправді, для наступу в них 
давно все готове, - каже він. - Їм 
лишається отримати наказ про 
це і заправити бронетехніку». 

Водночас, за словами комба- 
та, українські війська серйозно 
підготувалися до оборони за 
умови різних варіантів розвитку 
подій. 

Більшість експертів та вояків, 
опитаних Радіо Свобода, го- 
ворять про те, що розв'язання 
українсько-російського 
конфлікту можливе лише за 
умови активізації підтримки 
України з боку НАТО та США, 
і як наслідок, за умови зміни 
ситуації всередині Росії. Західна 
підтримка України є важли- 
вою передумовою як для по- 
чатку мирного процесу, так 
і для  військово-політичного 
розв'язання конфлікту, в 
разі, якщо Україна отримає 
західні зразки озброєнь 1 ризик 
подальшої втрати територій зни- 
зиться. 
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Russia 


of Arctic 


By Billy Johnson 

(Newsweek)—Russia has 
renewed its claim on 436,000 
square miles of Arctic territory 
in an application to the United 
Nations, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said August 4. Russia’s 
previous claim was rejected in 
2002 by a U.N. commission on the 
grounds of insufficient evidence. 

This time, the ministry says it 
has “ample scientific data collected 
in years of scientific research,” 
The Associated Press reported. 
The area of Russia’s claim extends 
350 nautical miles from beyond its 
shoreline. 

The diplomatic move will likely 
provoke the ire of other Arctic- 
bordering nations, as discussed in 
a recent Newsweek cover story. 
The U.S., Canada, Norway and 
Denmark also have territorial 
ambitions in the region and have 
rejected Russian claims to the area, 
which is thought to hold up to a 
quarter of the world’s undiscovered 
oil and gas reserves. 

In reaction to the Russian claim, 
the Canadian Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade and Development 
said in an email, “All Arctic Ocean 
coastal states are committed to the 
orderly resolution of any overlaps 
of continental shelf and reaffirmed 
this commitment in the Ilulissat 
Declaration in May 2008.” 

The Tlulissat Declaration 
was enacted to block any “new 


claims 


territory 


comprehensive international legal 
regime to govern the Arctic Ocean” 
and contains an additional pledge 
for “the orderly settlement of any 
possible overlapping claims.” 

Increasing rivalries in the region 
have been exacerbated by climate 
change, as melting northern ice caps 
have allowed more opportunities 
for nations to explore and expand 
in contested areas. 

“The melting of the Arctic ice is 
uncovering a new and vulnerable 
sea, but countries like Russia and 
Norway want to turn it into the 
next Saudi Arabia,’ Greenpeace 
Russia Arctic campaigner Vladimir 
Chuprov was quoted as saying by 
the AP. 

These renewed territorial claims 
come in the midst of what has 
been described as the worst state 
of relations between Russia and 
the West since the end of the Cold 
War, particularly with the ongoing 
conflict in eastern Ukraine between 
Russian-backed separatist rebels 
and the pro-European Ukrainian 
government. NATO has accused 
Russia of actively sending troops 
to support the rebels. 

Russia has not hidden its 
expansionist ambitions in the north. 
In 2007, a Russian submarine 
dropped a canister containing a 
Russian flag on the ocean bed of 
the North Pole in what appeared 
to have been a publicity stunt to 
annoy its Arctic competitors. 


Ukraine reports intense 
battles near Mariupol 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has _ re- 
ported intense battles with pro- 
Russian separatists near the gov- 
ernment-held coastal city of Ma- 
riupol on the Sea of Azov. 

A military spokesman in Kyiv 
said on August 12 that clashes 
north of the strategic city of Ma- 
riupol had killed one soldier and 
injured three. 

The pro-Russian separatists said 
a civilian had died in a different 
part of the area. 

A resident in a village located 
halfway between Donetsk and 
Mariupol told AFP exchanges of 
heavy mortar and rocket fire began 
on August 10 and had not stopped 
since. і 

The latest battles are focused on 
a highway that connects Mariupol 
with the separatists’ de facto cap- 


ital, Donetsk. 

The majority of the road is now 
under the control of government 
forces. 

The OSCE has reported іп- 
creased cease-fire violations in 
areas east and north of Mariupol. 

In recent days Ukraine and pro- 
Russian separatists have traded ac- 
cusations of attempting to break a 
cease-fire deal that was agreed in 
Minsk six months ago. 

On August 10, the Ukrain- 
ian military reported the heaviest 
shelling by pro-Russian separatists 
since the Minsk truce was signed in 
February. 

Mariupol sits along a key route 
linking parts of eastern Ukraine 
controlled by the rebels and Cri- 
mea, which was annexed by Russia 
in March 2014. 


EU says attacks in Eastern 
Ukraine violate Minsk deal 


(RFE/RL)}—The European 
Union says that increasing attacks 
in government-held areas in east- 
em Ukraine violate February’s 
cease-fire deal that was agreed in 
Minsk. 

“The renewed escalation of the 
conflict...as a result of attacks on 
several government-controlled 
areas today and in the night of 10 
August on Starohnativka violates 
the spirit and the letter of the Minsk 
Agreements,” the EU’s External 
Action Service said in a statement 


on August 11. 

Also on August 11, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said the situation 
on the front line had deteriorated in 
recent days and urged Kyiv to end 
its “irresponsible actions” in east- 
ern Ukraine. 

On August 10, the Ukzain- 
ian military reported the heaviest 
shelling by pro-Russian separatists 
since the Minsk truce was signed in 
February. 

The fragile Minsk cease-fire is 
marred by daily violations. 


IMF approves $1.7 billion 
463,000 square miles) Іодп to Ukraine despite debt 


(RFE/RL)—The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has ар- 
proved a second installment of 
loans for Ukraine despite uncer- 
tainties raised by the country’s 
heavy debts and conflict with Rus- 
sian-backed separatist forces. 

The IMF executive board said 
on July 31 that it would immedi- 
ately disburse $1.7 billion, part of 
a $17.5 billion support program 
awarded in March that is linked to 
economic reforms that Ukraine has 
started to carry out. 

David Lipton, the IMF’s first 
deputy managing director, said that 
the Ukrainian authorities had made 
a “strong start” on a tough reform 
program requiring it to simultan- 
eously tackle debt, corruption, and 
inefficiencies in its governance. 

“The momentum needs to be 
sustained, as significant structural 
and institutional reforms are still 
needed to address economic imbal- 
ances that held Ukraine back in the 
past,” he said. 

Ukraine welcomed the new loan, 
saying it will be used to replenish the 
National Bank’s depleted reserves. 

“The new tranche will encour- 
age growth in the economy and 
reassure financial markets both do- 
mestically and internationally,” the 
Ukrainian finance ministry said. 

But the task is Herculean. De- 
prived of the heart of its industrial 
sector in the eastern part of the 
country, which has been seized by 


Russian-backed rebels, the Ukrain- 
jan economy is expected to plunge 
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deeper into recession this year. The 
government is projecting a huge 
9.5 percent contraction in output. 

As the economy shrinks, the 
country’s debt appears on course to 
reach nearly 135 percent of output 
this year, compared with about 70 
percent in 2014. 

Under its charter, the IMF can 
only provide financing if a country’s 
debt is “sustainable with high prob- 
ability” — a test that seems increas- 
ingly out of reach for Ukraine. 

To resolve this headache and 
satisfy the United States, its lar- 
gest shareholder, the IMF said that 
Ukraine needed to find $15.3 billion 
in debt relief from private creditors 
over the coming four years. 

But debt negotiations with 
Ukraine’s biggest creditors in the 
past four months so far have pro- 
duced no concrete results. 

The creditors, led by U.S. in- 
vestment firm Franklin Templeton, 
have proposed a debt reduction of 
10 percent, far below the 40 per- 
cent “haircut” sought by Kyiv. 

Ukraine warned the creditors on 
July 31 that the end of next week 
is the “absolute last deadline” for a 
debt restructuring deal. 

After then, Ukraine has said it 
could impose a “moratorium” on 
debt payments — another word 
for default. Ukraine says it would 
be unable to make a $500 million 
bond payment coming due on Sep- 
tember 23. 


Lipton reiterated that the IMF is 
prepared to continue its loan pro- 


Leading the Community 
Ведемо вперед нашу громаду 


gram even if debt negotiations with 
private creditors flounder. 

“In the event that talks with pri- 
vate creditors stall, and Ukraine 
determines that it cannot service 
this debt, the Fund could continue 
to lend to Ukraine consistent with 
its Lending-into-Arrears Policy,” 
he said. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob 
Lew said the United States “strong- 
ly supported” the IMF’s latest dis- 
bursement to Ukraine. 

Like the IMF, the Treasury has 
been pressuring Ukraine’s creditors 
to reduce their demands. 

“We urge the creditors participat- 
ing in the ongoing debt operation 
to reach a timely agreement with 
the Ukrainian authorities that fully 
satisfies the criteria outlined in 
Ukraine’s IMF program — includ- 
ing the debt sustainability target,” 
Lew said. 

The IMF overall has been 
pleased with Ukraine’s progress, 
given the many obstacles the strug- 
gling country faces. 

IMF Director Christine Lagarde 
has contrasted Kyiv’s strong ef- 
forts to enact reforms with the lack 
of cooperation from Greek author- 
ities. The IMF has been more leni- 
ent toward Ukraine as a result. 

Ukraine’s biggest worry is a $3 
billion Eurobond that Russia pur- 
chased in 2013 after а now-deposed 
Ukrainian government bowed to 


Kremlin pressure and rejected an 
association pact with the European 
Union. 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


Greetings оп the 24th Anniversary of the Independence of Ukraine 


Dear Friends! 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, its member organizations, provincial councils and local 
branches extend warm greetings to the Ukrainian Canadian community and all those celebrating 
the 24"? anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. 

Through the centuries, the people of Ukraine struggled and fought for their liberty and 
independence. Generations of Ukrainians endured and resisted years of oppression and foreign 
occupation, united in an unwavering determination to see freedom return to their homeland. On 


August 24, 1991 - August 24, 2014 


August 24, 1991 that dream was realized. 

Today, as we celebrate the 24" anniversary of that great day, Ukraine’s independence, 
territorial integrity and freedom are again under threat from a foreign invader. The Russian 
Federation wages a war of aggression against Ukraine, seeking to once more subjugate Ukraine 
to Russia’s tyranny. The people of Ukraine are bravely resisting this invasion, defending their 
homes, their country and their freedom. United in common purpose, with God’s help, they will 


be victorious. 


As we celebrate Ukraine’s independence, we pause to pay tribute to all those who have given 
their lives so that Ukraine may be free, and to all those who today must take up arms to defend 


and preserve that freedom. 


Today, let us remain united in our efforts to support the people of Ukraine in their battle to 
protect their country. Let us continue to draw inspiration from their courageous struggle. Let us 
remember that justice, democracy and liberty will triumph over cruelty, despotism and 
imperialism. And let us pray that peace will soon return to Ukraine. 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 


With respect and best wishes, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Paul Grod, President 
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Canada 


Ukraine deserves better 


The question of Ukraine came up briefly during the first. and maybe 
ily, televised leadership debate among the four national parties in repre- 
ented in parliament, August 7. Moderator Paul Wells raised the issue of 
Jkraine and Easter Europe, asking New Democratic Party Leader Tom 
Лиісаїг whether an NDP government would uphold Article 5 which calls 
pon all members of NATO to respond if a NATO country is attacked. 

Mulcair noted that Ukraine is not a NATO member, but said the NDP 
vould respect article 5 if any of Ukraine’s NATO neighbours were at- 
acked. Then he turned to Prime Minister Stephen Harper asking why 
wo individuals, Vladimir Yakunin and Igor Sechin, who are on our allies” 
ists, are not on Canada’s? "Му question to you, Mr. Harper, is why are 
hese two individuals being blocked by all of our allies and you're giving 
hem a free pass?” he stated. 

To which Harper replied: “Well, let me be very clear about how we 
lave handled sanctions. And we have sanctioned a record number not 
ust of Russian officials but of Ukrainian officials connected with the pre- 
jous government, and Russian officials who are involved in Ukrainian 
erritory. We have — all the allies have slightly different lists because the 
ybjective in all of these things is to make sure we do maximum damage 
о Vladimir Putin and to the Russian economy while trying to minimize 
lamages to our own. Where all of our allies list people, we follow invari- 
ibly with those lists, and they do the same thing.” 

The comment about minimum damages to our own economies 15 quite 
evealing. If interpreted correctly it would mean that not only Canada, 
yu other allies as well, have agreed not to sanction those individuals with 
vhom they do the most business. 

in the case of the two individuals in question, Sechin’s Rosneft owns a 
:0% stake in an Exxon oil field in Alberta, while Yakunin’s Russian Rail- 
vays had signed an infrastructure agreement with Quebec’s SNC-Lavalin 
or the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, another commercial agreement 
vith the Railway Association of Canada in 2009, and has a joint venture 
мип Montreal-based transportation giant Bombardier Inc. 

Yakunin himself has suggested thai his close business relationships, 
joiably with Bombardier chairman Pierre Beaudoin, may have helped 
 sticid him from Canada’s list. "1 suppose Canadians are not the same 
masochists, like, you know, Europeans.” he told The Canadian Press at an 
гмелі ahead of the St. Petersburg Economic Forum, June 17, this year. 

John Paul Macdonald, senior vice-president, human resources and pub- 
lic affairs for Bombardier, denied influencing the Government of Canada. 

Whether or not Bombardier played a role in keeping Yakunin off the 
list we can’t say, but, in light of this connection, Harper’s statement re- 
mains troublesome. And what is more disturbing is that it seems to be a 
policy of most allies. 

Since Ukraine is not a NATO member, any assistance of that nature is 
obyjously ruled out by the West. The United States and United Kingdom 
can hide behind the fact there are no binding obligations for them to go to 
Ulcraine’s aid under the Budapest Memorandum, even if there is a moral 
one. 


And aside from Lithuania, no NATO member has offered 10 send lethal | 


defensive aid to Ukraine, despite much public pressure from U.S. legisla- 
iors for President Obama to do so. 

So what is left, but sanctions? And if sanctions are applied selectively 
то minimize damage to the economies of the Wesiem allies, then they too 


are ineffective since they leave out those Russian businesses that would | 


be the hardest hit. 

As a country moving forward to abandon tts Soviet past in favor of a 
Western democratic orientation, one that has paid with blood for that op- 
portunity, and one which was voluntarily surrendered its nuclear arsenal, 
Ukraine deserves much better. 
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Memorial to victims of 


| By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 
About one fifth of Canadians trace their roots to 
global displacement from communist states; most 
from the former Soviet Union and its satellites. Yet 
their memorial, Canada a Land of Refuge, is finding 
opposition. 

Critics of its design and the Ottawa location have 
| launched legal action. The reason may lie elsewhere: 
| the other name for the monument 15 the Memorial to 
the Victims of Communism 

The opponents’ objections pale when measured 


| against the loss of life of more than 100 million people 


in the 20th century alone by communist regimes: 
That’s the murder of all Canadians three times over. 

Therefore it troubles that a project dedicated to 
Canadian values — right to life, liberty, refuge; rights 
in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
penned by a Canadian following the Communist and 
| Nazi holocausts of World War Ii should be dismissed 
as being Euro-centric. It’s hard io imagine anyone 
being “hugely” against Canada’s War Museum as not 
| being “homegrown” enough as many exhibits deal 
with wars outside of Canada. Yet such objections are 
becoming common. 

In Canada and, alas, in most of the “free” world it is 
more common to expose Nazi crimes against humanity 
than to deal with those of Communism: especially by 
the Kremlin. 

In Canada, for instance, the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights has devoted a disproportionate space 
to memorializing the Holocaust. In comparison, 
Holodomor, the starvation of some 10 million by 
the Soviet Union’s communist regime, is seriously 
underrepresented. 

Part of the reason is that communist regimes 
worldwide cover up their atrocities by making 
exposure of such crimes punishable; often by death. 
This is still a practice. A few weeks ago mere criticism 
of Russia carries a sentence of up to 10 years. 

No exposure, and hence no international punishment, 
encourages despots’ criminality. 

Here, Russia is a global leader. 

Vladimir Putin’s regime undermines peace and 
security worldwide — especially in Ukraine — while 
mourning the collapse of its predecessor the Soviet 
Union, and proceeding to re-establish it. This is why 
the memorial is important: It reminds that Communist 
states are dictatorial by nature; their crimes are 
horrific; and unlike Nazi Germany, Communist mad 
leaders — Venezuela, North Korea, and Russia — are 
still with us. This is dangerous. 

The Ottawa Heritage Group. which launched the 
legal action to stop the erection of the memorial, is 
prolonging the game of see, hear and speak no evil 
of communism. The stated reason is the “undermining 
the consultative process” in determining the aesthetics 
and locale of the memorial. However, in an open letter 


After 6 elections and over 18 years as the Member 
of Parliament for Edmonton East. | have decided to 
retire from federal politics. ] leave pleased with my 
accomplishments as a public representative, but I could 
not have done it without the support and assistance of 
family, friends, and you — my constituents. 

I was first elected in 1997 as a member of the 
Reform Party (and later the Canadian Alliance Party), 
serving in various senior critic roles in my party’s 
shadow cabinet including Veterans Affairs, Canadian 
; Unity, Homeless and Housing. Caribbean and Public 
| Works and Government Services. And. in 2006, over 
50 percent of you helped me become a member of 
| Canada’s new Conservative government. 

As і reflect on my career, І find it significant what 
we have accomplished: 

* Veterans’ issues resolved — Merchant Navy, Hong 
Kong, Ortona 

" Canada’s unity greatly improved 

" Homeless helped with Affordable Housing 

« Military strengthened 

* Effective foreign development aid 

« Criminal justice improved 
| 7 Taxes lowered 


| communism needed in Ottawa 


In Canada and, alas, in most of the 
“free” world it is more common to 
expose Nazi crimes against humanity 
than to deal with those of Communism: 
especially by the Kremlin. 


to Prime Minister Stephen Harper — published in the 
Ottawa Citizen last fall — architect Barry Podolsky. a 
group founder and vocal critic, says more. 

He dismisses the danger of Communist dictatorships 
as “former (and some surviving).” This, despite the 
fact that Russia invaded Georgia and is waging war 
in Ukraine where the death toll — according to the 
UN — is approaching 7,000, the wounded 30,000: the 
refugee count stands over 2 million. Russia. committed 
to its communist past, threatens the world with nuclear 
destruction, assists Iran in developing its own capability, 
and supports the criminal regime in Syria. 

Podolsky says that the memorial’s location is “one 
of the most significant sites in Canada” a “focal 
point for national celebrations and expressions of 
democracy”; the very reason not to erect the Canada a 
Place of Refuge Memorial. 

Rather, he wants the site reserved for “our shared, 
home-grown vision” offering that the memorial’s 
vision of liberty, democracy, equality, inclusiveness 
isn't “shared” or “home grown enough.” This 
is insulting to one out of five Canadians and as 
discriminatory as racial and ethnic slurs of the past. 

Shirley Blumberg, architect and memorial design 
jury member, has made her views public. She has a 
“massive” and “huge problem” with the memorial — 
according to the Citizen — making one wonder why 
she was chosen as its juror in the first place or agreed 
to be one. 

The memorial, she continues, overshadows 


“Canada’s true history.” With these words she 
dismisses some 8 “million” “Canadians 
antecedents fled communism. She considers that 


memorializing their roots “completely misrepresents 
and skews what Canada is all about.” Incredulously. 
she discounts these Canadians as not having a “true” 
Canadian history and negating Canada’s magnificent 
role of welcoming those who need refuge most. 

Such biased and one-sided views of whose 

experience is more Canadian is highly discriminatory. 
History shows over and over again that such “we and 
they” attitudes are dangerous. Equally dangerous, 
it appears to be an attempt to cover up Communist 
crimes. This is unacceptable. The motives for the 
legal action are suspect. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, a former Canadian 
government executive, is a founding member of the 
Canadian Group for Democracy in Ukraine. This 
article first appeared in the Kyiv Post 


| Thank you for 18 years 


‘Letter to the Editor 


» The long gun registry cancelled 

- GST cut twice 

° Turks and Caicos — a work in progress 

* Support for world democracy internationally 

» Support for Ukraine and Orthodox Church Unity 

I leave federal politics comfortable in the fact that 
all promises made were all promises kept. Together 
we made Canada a better place for our children’s 
children. for my grandchildren — Katelin, Alexandra, 
and Eleanor. 

It has been an outstanding journey, one which 

could not have done alone, as Lorraine and І 
endeavoured to represent our constituents, and indeed 
all of Canada, further showing that Canadians are 
involved and caring citizens of the world. All of this 
was done with your trust and your help, and for that J 
thank you for bestowing upon me the great honour to 
serve you. 

Peter Goldring 


The monument was unveiled in Washington on August 4. 


Holodomor monument 


erected in Washington 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—After years of work and some 
setbacks, a memorial to the millions who 
perished in the Ukraine famine of the 1930s, 
or Holodomor, has been erected in the U.S. 
capital. 

The monument — a bronze slab rest- 
ing on a stone plinth and showing a field of 
wheat stalks — was winched off the trailer 
ofa truck and bolted into place in downtown 
Washington on August 4. 

On hand were Ukrainian Ambassador 
to the United States Valeriy Chaly and the 
sculpture’s Ukrainian American designer, 
Larysa Kurylas. 

Tamara Olexy, the president of the Ukrain- 
ian Congress Committee of America, which 
helped spearhead efforts to bring the project 
to fruition, described the moment as “very 
significant” for the Ukrainian community 
in the United States and elsewhere, capping 
years of hard work. у 

In ап interview with RFE/RL, Olexy said 
she hopes the monument will raise aware- 
ness of what Ukrainians consider their great- 
est tragedy. 

“We hope the world, and the greater com- 
munity here in the United States as well, will 
understand the significance of what hap- 
pened in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933 when 
up to 7 to 10 million Ukrainians — men, 
women, and children — were starved to 
death under Stalin,” Olexy explained. 

An official unveiling ceremony for the 
Field of Wheat memorial is scheduled to 
take place on November 7. 

Efforts to construct the memorial gained 
traction in 2006 when the U.S. Congress 
gave its approval to the project in cooper- 
ation with the authorities in Kyiv. 

By that time, Ukraine’s Orange Revolu- 
tion had led to the election of Viktor Yush- 
chenko as president. 

Eager to reawaken Ukrainian patriotism 
long suppressed under Soviet rule, Yush- 
chenko sought to raise international aware- 
ness of the Holodomor, which means “death 
by hunger.” 

Under Yushchenko, a Holodomor memor- 
ial and museum opened in Kyiv in 2009. 
Shortly thereafter, Ukraine’s Culture Min- 
istry launched an international competition 
to pick a sculptor for the Washington me- 
morial. 

Two years later, in 2011, the U.S. Com- 
mission of Fine Arts chose Kurylas’s entry, 
Field of Wheat. 

The U.S. Congress allocated the plot 
where the monument now sits on a triangu- 
lar sliver of federal land bounded by Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, North Capitol Street, and F 

Street, but not money. Funds for the project 
have come from private donors, both indi- 
viduals and organizations. 

The 10-meter-long strip of bronze depicts 
almost sinewy wheat stalks that first project 
then gradually recede across the monument. 
That is meant to represent the withering away 
of the harvest bounty to famine scarcity. Be- 
neath “Famine-Genocide in Ukraine”, text 
is provided off to the side in both English 


and Ukrainian giving brief, basic facts of the 
Ukraine famine . 

To Kurylas, “Wheat was used as a political 
weapon to starve the people of Ukraine,” she 
told the Washington Post last year. 

Historians say the seizure of the 1932 
crop in Ukraine by Soviet authorities was 
the main cause of the famine. Moscow has 
long denied any systematic effort to target 
Ukrainians, arguing a poor harvest at the 
time wiped out many in other parts of the 
then Soviet Union. 

Given her ethnic Ukrainian roots, Kurylas, 
an architect by trade, said the project was the 
most important work she had ever done. 

“Tt has a spiritual dimension,” she told the 
Post. 

To make sure she got the details right, 
Kurylas said she visited a relative’s farm in 
Winnipeg, Canada to examine wheat stalks 
up close. 

Kurylas joins a small group of women 
who have designed modern-day memorials 
in Washington, joining Maya Lin, who de- 
signed the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and 
Julie Beckman, who along with husband 
Keith Kaseman, designed the National 9/11 
Pentagon Memorial. 

There has been some controversy sur- 
rounding the monument, which went up as 
Ukraine struggles with Russian-backed sep- 
aratists whose war with government forces 
has killed more than 6,400 people since 
April 2014. The conflict and Russia’s annex- 
ation of Crimea from Ukzaine have severely 
strained ties between Washington and Mos- 
cow. 

Among the individuals contributing finan- 
cially was Dmytro Firtash, a Ukrainian gas 
tycoon who was arrested in Austria in 2014 
on bribery charges, at the request of U.S. au- 
thorities. He was later released on bail and a 
Vienna court rejected a U.S. request for his 
extradition in April. 

Firtash, who denies any wrongdoing, gave 
$2.5 million to the memorial project. 

Ukraine’s recent turbulent political shifts 
have also put the project on shaky footing at 
times. 

When Kurylas’s entry was selected in 
2011, Viktor Yanukovych was in power after 
defeating Yushchenko in the 2010 presiden- 
tial election. Eager to please the Kremlin, 
the now-ousted Yanukovych reversed Yush- 
chenko’s stance on the famine, saying it was 
“wrong” and “unjust” to call it а genocide. 

Olexy said the Ukrainian community in 
the United States and elsewhere remained 
focused on the issue despite the challenges. 

“We had to plug through there is nothing 
you can do about it because this issue has 
been extremely important to the Ukrainian 
community since it actually happened in the 
1930s,” Olexy said. 

“We had major demonstrations in the 30s. 
The women’s organization, the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, had 
demonstrations in New York City back in 
the 30s trying to raise awareness of what was 
going on in Ukraine and we’ve been bring- 
ing up this issue ever since.” 


Is Minsk dead? 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Mykola Azarov’s call for 
early elections and “total regime change” in 
Kyiv was a bit of a head scratcher. 

The ousted Ukrainian prime minister, after 
all, is deeply unpopular in his homeland 
and — with the exception of Ukrainian 
prosecutors who want to put him on trial — 
largely forgotten. 

But in a high-profile press conference in 
Moscow on August 3 that was carried live on 
Russian state television, Azaroy announced 
the creation of a Ukraine Salvation 
Committee that aims to oust the pro-Western 
government of President Petro Poroshenko. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
Moscow has nothing to do with the initiative. 
But that has about as much credibility as 
Peskov’s claim that the $620,000 watch he 
was photographed wearing at his wedding 
was a gift. 

In fact, Azaroy’s announcement fits into 
a pattern that suggests that the Kremlin is 
giving up on the Minsk accords as a means 
to achieve its objectives in Ukraine and is 
shifting to other methods of pressuring Kyiv. 

These include calls to offer Russian 
citizenship to residents of the separatist-held 
areas of the Donbas, suggestions that it may 
turn the territories into a Russian protectorate 
or annex them outright, and bellicose moves 
suggesting a fresh military offensive. 

At the heart of Moscow’s problem is that it 
doesn’t want these territories. It doesn’t want 
to govern them. It doesn’t want to shoulder 
the cost of rebuilding them. It wants to use 
them to undermine and paralyze Kyiv. 

“It’s a mechanism to distract and 
destabilize the government in Kyiv,” Steven 
Pifer, a senior fellow at the Brookings 
Institution and former U.S. ambassador to 
Ukraine, said on The Power Vertical Podcast. 
“They can ratchet pressure up or ratchet it 
down in eastern Ukraine to cause problems 
for the government in Kyiv.” 

But ultimately, Russia wants to get the 
separatist territories reintegrated into a 
hyper-federalized Ukraine as a fifth column, 
with the ability to veto any attempts by the 
government in Kyiv to integrate with the 
West. 

And these efforts are failing — and the 
Kremlin is flailing as it searches for an 
alternative. 

“The bottom line is that Russia has no 
good options in the Donbas, and that really 
is the key. It is the owner of the region and 
whoever owns the territory is the loser,” 
Alexander Motyl, a professor at Rutgers 
University-Newark and commentator on 
Ukrainian affairs, also said on The Power 
Vertical Podcast. 

Ukrainian officials and pro-Moscow 
separatists went through the motions in 
Minsk again, just as they have been doing 
for months since the cease-fire was signed in 
the Belarusian capital in February. 

They pretended to negotiate about the 
future status of the so-called Donetsk and 
Luhansk people’s republics and how they 
would be reintegrated into Ukraine. And 
they didn’t reach a solution, but they did 
agree to continue the farce via Skype. 

They didn’t find a solution because there 
isn’tasolution. The problem is irreconcilable. 

Kyiv wants the region reintegrated only 
after separatist fighters disarm, after Russia 
withdraws its troops and weapons, after the 
border is returned to Ukraine’s control, and 
after free, fair, and internationally supervised 
elections are held. 

Moscow and its Donbas proxies want the 
territories reintegrated into Ukraine with 


autonomy so broad it would make the region 
a de facto Russian protectorate. They want 
the current separatist leaders legitimized as 
the region’s rulers and the separatist fighters 
instituted as its police force. 

There is no compromise here that could 
satisfy both sides. It’s a deadlock — and a 
deadlock essentially favors Ukraine. 

“Freezing the conflict is one of the better 
solutions for Ukraine and is actually bad for 
the Russians,” Motyl said on the podcast. 

“The reason is that the Donbas enclave that 
is occupied by Russian and separatist troops 
is an economic mess...It is in Ukraine’s 
advantage to keep that out of its control 
for as long as possible and for as much as 
possible and it is to Russia’s disadvantage to 
be responsible for it.” 

So if a deadlock favors Ukraine, then 
Russia understands that it has to break the 
deadlock. 

If Russia decided to issue passports to 
residents of the rebel-held territories in 
eastern Ukraine, it would change the nature 
of the conflict overnight. 

Thor Plotnitskiy, leader of the self-styled 
Luhansk People’s Republic, said separatist 
leaders were in talks with Moscow to do 
just that. And the announcement got a fair 
amount of traction in the Russian press, 
suggesting that it was being taken seriously. 

In a lengthy article in Lenta.ru, Gevorg 
Mirzayan of the Institute for U.S. and 
Canadian Studies noted that the move would 
mark a significant shift in Kremlin policy. 

“This would amount to Russia’s 
abandonment of the Minsk agreement and 
the reintegration of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
people’s republics back imto Ukraine. It 
would mark a transition to Plan B, a frozen 
conflict and the establishment of a space of 
the Novorossia project,” Mirzayan wrote. 

In addition to effectively burying the 
Minsk agreement, issuing passports to 
residents of the separatist-held territories 
would also mark a significant escalation of 
the conflict. Suddenly, it would not just be 
ethnic Russians that Moscow was claiming 
to defend in the Donbas, but Russian citizens 
— which would make it easier for Moscow 
to intervene openly and directly. 

The announcement also dovetails with 
other proposals making the rounds in the 
Russian media. 

In an article in the influential military 
journal Voyennoye Obozreniya, analyst 
Valery Afanasyev argues that Moscow 
should aim to turn the separatist-held 
territories in eastern Ukraine into a second 
Belarus — an independent autocratic state 
completely dependent on Moscow. 

And in the staunchly pro-Kremlin daily 
Izvestia, political commentator Aleksandr 
Chalenko called on Moscow to annex them 
outright. 

These moves would, of course, be 
extremely costly for Russia. They would 
almost certainly spark another round of 
sanctions and Moscow would be saddled 
with the cost of rebuilding a war-torn and 
economically devastated region, losing any 
leverage it has over Kyiv. 

And Ukraine would probably move 
quickly to integrate with the West. 

Likewise, it is highly unlikely that the 
deeply unpopular Azaroy will be able to 
spearhead regime change in Kyiv. 

Instead, both initiatives smack of 
desperation. They also appear to be messages 
from Moscow to Kyiv that if Russia doesn’t 
get what it wants from the Minsk peace 
process, it may be prepared to take some 
drastic steps. 
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Registration for the 2015/16 CYM year to take place on 
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479-3114 or bulba@telusplanet.net. Hartuis! 
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Після спалення машин ОБСЄ 
гряде нове загострення? 


(Радіо Свобода) - - Спалені машини Спеціальної 
моніторингової місії ОБСЄ можуть бути черго- 
вим свідченням, що найближчим часом ситуація 
на фронті ще більш загостриться. «О, вони 
помітили, що їм спалили машини? Неймовірно!» 
- жартує проукраїнський мешканець Донець- 
ка. Він виразно показує, що не подобається йому 
робота спостерігачів, тому що, на його думку, 
вони не виконують своєї роботи так, як треба - 
спостерігають вибірково. Більш детально роблять 
це на українській стороні, а у сепаратистів менш, 
бо їх бояться. 

Броньовані машини ОБЄЄ були підпалені в До- 
нецьку в ніч із 8-го на 9 серпня на парковці готелю 
«Парк Інн», де живуть і працюють спостерігачі. Як 
написала у своєму звіті організація, в результаті 
пожежі три машини були цілком знищені, одна 
сильно пошкоджена, а три легко постраждали від 
вогню. Вранці ті, які були найбільш пошкоджені, 
залишалися з іншими автомобілями ОБСЄ на 
парковці, лише з тією різницею, що були прикриті 
брезентом. Охорона готелю постійно перевіряла, 
чи ніхто не хоче його зняти. Поруч валялися фраг- 
менти машин. 

Не тільки у людей із проукраїнськими настроями 
на територіях, підконтрольних сепаратистам, робо- 
та ОБСЄ викликає незадоволення. Вистачає незадо- 
волених і серед прихильників угруповання «ДНР», 
що визнане в Україні терористичним. Переважно 
нарікають на те саме - брак ефективності СММ. 

Однак спалення машин не виглядає якимось 
випадковим вчинком на низовому рівні. Це схо- 
же саме на цілеспрямовані дії сепаратистів. Коли 
чотири дні тому проходив черговий «спонтан- 
ний протест місцевого населення», біля готелю 
на учасників акції протесту чекали автобуси, які 
відвезли їх додому. Так само було 24 липня, коли 
учасники демонстрації вирішили розмалюва- 
ти автомобілі ОБСЄ фарбою. До цього так звана 
«поліція» угруповання «ДНР», яка стояла біля ма- 
шин, не реагувала на те, що відбувалося. 


Сударештувавтриквартириексоміністра | 


(Радіо Свобода) Печерський районний 
суд Києва наклав арешт на три квартири, які є 
власністю колишнього міністра юстиції України 
Олени Лукаш. Про це йдеться в ухвалі суду від 4 
серпня, яка опублікована в Реєстрі судових рішень. 

«Враховуючи, що санкція частини 5 статті 
191 Кримінального кодексу України, за якою 
повідомлено про підозру Лукаш, передбачає 
конфіскацію майна, на майно, яке належить 
підозрюваній, необхідно накласти арешт», — йдеть- 
ся в ухвалі суду. 

Суд | задовольнив клопотання слідчого 
управління спеціальних розслідувань Генеральної 
прокуратури щодо арешту трьох квартир у Києві, 
які є власністю Лукаш. 

Ця ухвала суду може бути оскаржена протягом 
п'яти днів з дня її оголошення. 

У травні 2015 року Генеральна прокурату- 
ра розпочала розслідування у кримінальному 


Вранці після інциденту з'явилося багато чу- 
ток про те, що всі спостерігачі можуть бути 
евакуйовані з Донецька. Хоча важко було знай- 
ти підтвердження цього. В ресторані готелю 
спостерігачі, в характерних футболках, ліниво їли 
сніданок і не виглядали переляканими. 

Хоча ОБСЄ і спростувало ці чутки в соціальних 
мережах, однак о 15:30 провели ще й прес- 
конференцію. Найбільшою несподіванкою було 
те, що замість заступника голови (Спеціальної 
моніторингової місії Александра Хута, який завж- 
ди виступає в таких ситуаціях, прийшла голова 
офісу ОБСЄ в Донецьку Ольга Скриповська. 3a 
менше як хвилину вона розповіла від його імені, 
що місія залишається на Донбасі. 

Важко не пов'язувати інциденти щодо ОБСЄ 
із тим, що відбувається на фронті. Загострен- 
ня ситуації фіксує як українська сторона, так і 
так зване «міністерство оборони» угруповання 
«ДНР». Останні кажуть, що були обстріляні понад 
триста разів. Хоча до тверджень про таку велику 
кількість обстрілів треба ставитися скептично, од- 
нак вони свідчать про тенденцію до загострення 
ситуації. 

Це ж саме кажуть i мешканці прифронтової 
зони. «Вже давно не було так шумно, як останні 
декілька днів», - каже Ірина з мікрорайону Жов- 
тневого, який знаходиться недалеко від Пісків та 
Опитного. Майже кожного дня туди прилітають 
снаряди і руйнують будинки. , 

Антону зі селища Гольмівський біля Горлівки 
черговий снаряд поцілив у будинок. Це вже п'ятий, 
тому від будинку, в якому він живе, майже нічого 
не залишилося. Про запеклі бої розповідають та- 
кож й інші мешканці Горлівки та її околиць. Всі 
запитують про те саме, що й Антон: коли це все 
закінчиться? Однак, схоже на те, що це може бути 
нескоро. Як каже «високопоставлене» джерело в 
окупованій Горлівці, «почекайте ще тиждень, тоді 
справді буде гаряче». Можливо, ще й «гарячіше», 
якщо спостерігачі не будуть їм заважати. 


провадженні за підозрою колишнього міністра 
юстиції Лукаш у заволодінні за попередньою 
змовою групою осіб коштами держбюджету 
України у розмірі понад 2 мільйони гривень шля- 
хом їх безпідставного перерахування компанії 
«Європейська правова група». 

28 травня Лукаш повідомили про підозру. За 
повідомленням прес-служби відомства, Лукаш 
підозрюється у заволодінні державними кошта- 
ми шляхом зловживання службовим становищем, 
вчиненим за попередньою змовою групою осіб, в 
особливо великих розмірах, а також службовому 
підробленні, що спричинило тяжкі наслідки. 

Після цього адвокат Лукаш Юрій Іващенко 
заявив, що його підзахисна не отримувала 
повідомлення Генпрокуратури про підозру. 

У липні 2013 року Олену Лукаш призначи- 
ли міністром юстиції, 28 січня 2014 року Лукаш 
пішла у відставку. 


Місія ОБСЄ 


UKRAINIAN DNIPRO ENSEMBLE OF EDMONTON 


BOX 1271 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
TSJ 2M8 


CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE 
СЛАВА НЕЗАЛЕЖНІЙ УКРАЇНІ! СЛАВА НАРОДОВІ! 


DNIPRO Ukrainian Choir ої Edmonton 
62 years of choral tradition - 62 роки хорової традиції 


"я NEW MEMBERS WELCOME - ЗАПРОШУЄМО В ЧЛЕНИ *** 


» All voice types welcome 
* Rehearsals on Mondays 


7:15-9:45pm 


Sanpowyemo yci ronocu 
Репетиції по понеділках 


St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Lower level, 10951 - 107 St 


Website dniprochoir.com * Email info@dniprochoir.com * FB dniprochoir 


President Susan Romaniuk 
780.430.6407 


Artistic Director Irena Szmihelsky 
780.457.5136 


заперечила твердження 
про вихід із Донецька 


(Радіо Свобода) -Спеціальна моніто- 
рингова місія ОБСЄ в Україні запере- 
чила твердження про нібито вихід її 
спостерігачів із окупованого Донецька. 

«У відповідь на повідомлення: СММ не 
має планів залишати Донецьк. Сьогодні 
ми працюємо і в Донецьку, і в Луганську, 
зокрема, сприяємо ремонтним роботам на 
водогоні», - написала місія у твітері і по- 
вторила це й українською та російською 
мовами. 

12 серпня, пізно ввечері про нібито плани 
місії ОБСЄ залишити Донецьк уже вранці 
заявило сепаратистське інтернет-видання 
«Російська весна». Уже через лічені хвили- 
ни цю «новину» передав телеканал «Звез- 
да» Міністерства оборони Росії. 

Попередніми днями в ОБСЄ вже запе- 
речували, що можуть залишити Донецьк 
уже на цьому етапі, після підпалу автома- 
шин місії в цьому місті в ніч на неділю, 9 
серпня. 


че 


г. 


PHOTOS-JESSICA RAWLUK, DAUPHIN HERALD 
A combined performance by Sche Raz, Zirka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
and Canadas National Riding and Dancing Cossacks, all of Dauphin. 


CNUF celebrates 50 years 


Cont. from P. 1 


It has been several years that 
CNUF has ended its festival with a 
concert, as Katesma explained the 
idea was first introduced as a way 
to bring in a younger generation of 
festival goers. 

“Our strategy here is to keep the 
young people coming to the festi- 
val. As our older generation moves 
on, the younger people take over 
and carries on the tradition and 
they come out and have a great 
time at the same time.” 

The festival had something for 
everyone, as people took in the 
nightly Zabava’s which featured 
the likes of Zirka, Tyt i Tam, The 


Ukrainian Old Times and Boris 
Nowosad and His Melody Kings. 
The Heritage Village and Cossack 
Camps were always full, as well. 

“T had people commenting say- 
ing they didn’t even get a chance to 
see everything, there was just too 
many things to look at and visit.” 

The 50th anniversary brought 
the local community together, but 
it also brought people from far and 
wide across the globe. 

«І had people coming up to me 
and they were from down in the 
US, from all different places across 
Canada and into Europe. It’s just 
so amazing that these people are 
coming these great distances just to 
come to our festival.” 


Mad Heads 


UKRAINIAN SONG AND 0 


С 


ANCE ENSEMBLE оз 


JOIN TODAY! A 
Ансамбль "Верховина" a 7 
приймає нових членів! 


JUNAI DANCERS AUDITIONS 


VISIT WWW VERS НО \ 


A CHOIR REHEARSALS 


то 
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PROUD SUPPORTER 


З 


—N RODAN 


Energy Selutions 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a proud 
supporter of the Ukrainian community and 
its celebration of the 24" Anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence. 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a leading smart grid company delivering custom energy solutions to 
energy users, utilities and power producers throughout North America. 


Combining our expertise in metering, monitoring, energy management and demand response, we 
are enhancing power system reliability, reducing energy costs, and helping to develop a sustainable 
energy future. 


We're looking for top talent! Visit us at rodanenergy.com/careers 


Rodan Energy Solutions vat es екон ius wel 


Borys Chartchenko, С.А. 


Sponsored by Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilingual Parent Advisory Society 


iio зрання at LR = пору Name WRC OIETS 2 


TESS EGE аб 


St. Martin St. Matthew St. Kevin Austin O’Brien 
Elementary Elementary Senior High 
LESION IETS LE 


1310-5] Ave. 8735-132 Ave. "JOO05- 6110-95 Ave. 


ph: 780 434-4848 ph: 780 473-6575 ph: 780 469-8301 рі: 780 466-3161 
www.stmartin www.stmatthew www.stkevin www.austinobrien 
.ecsd.net ecsd.net .ecsd.net ecsd.net 


..-Verginion Dance Ucademy-- 


is being offered at St. Martin and St. Matthew Elementary 


Вітаю з Днем Незалешжності 
Andrew J. Hladyshevsky, О.С, 


DENTONS МОДНІ 


andrew.hladyshevsky@dentons.com 
Direct Line: +1 780 423 7273 


General Tel.: +1 780 7100 
Fax: +1 780 423 7276 


Dentons Canada LLP 
2900 Manulife Place, 10180 — 101 Street 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T5J 3V5 


Salans FMC SNR Denton 
Dentons.com 


A new voice for 
Edmonton-Strathcona 


Eleanor Olszewski, QC 
Federal Liberal Candidate 


vote4eleanor.ca 
eleanor@eleanor4strathcona.ca 
(587) 469-9868 


Why make Shuma your choice for 
Ukrainian Dance instruction? 


Recreational & Intensive Programs for ages 3 + 
Follows Canada’s only Ukrainian Dance Curriculum of its kind 
Best quality dance instruction 
Class options — Monday to Saturday 
Family fee discounts 
Royal Academy of Dance (R.A.D,) Ballet Program 
Teacher training mentorship for youth 
Edmonton & Sherwood Park Studios 
Planned progressive programs take students from School to performing company 


Visit our Open House, 


or call us at 780.455.9559 


Class Placements — Studio Tours — Q&A — Registration 
PLUS! Take a peek at a Shumka rehearsal 


Location: 

Shumka Studios 

12245 — 131 Street NW, Edmonton | 780.455.9559 
whirlwind@shumka.com | shumka.com 


Єїтопіоп GS 


3,000 attend 
Ukrainian Day 


(UktNews)—Close to 3,000 people attended this year’s Ukrainian 
Day, organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial 
Council and held at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, located 50 
kilometers east of Edmonton. 

This year’s Michael Luchkovich Award was presented to former 
Alberta Minister Ray Danyluk. 

Greetings were delivered by Alberta Lieutenant Governor Lois 
Mitchell, federal Minister of State for Multiculturalism Tim Uppal, 
Alberta Municipal Affairs and Minister of Service Alberta, Deron Bilous 
and Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial Council. 

Mitchell described the village as “a wonderful and amazing part of 
Alberta history that has been brought to life.” 

Noting this was her first visit she enthusiastically declared she would 
return. 

Mitchell said the three things that characterized Ukrainian pioneers to 
Alberta was hard work, resiliency, and a community spirit. 

Uppal stated that Ukrainian culture itself has now really become a 
strong part of Canadian culture and reiterated Canada’s support for 
Ukraine in its struggle with Russia. 

“Prime Minister Harper has made it clear that the Government of 
Canada will never accept the illegal occupation of Ukraine never will, 
always will stand with the people of Ukraine,” he said. 

Bilous noted that when-the first Ukrainians arrived in Alberta just over 
a century ago, they were faced with a harsh climate, limited resources and 
unfamiliar territory. 

“Tt was anew way of life, and indeed a challenging one, but armed with 
a strong sense of community and unshakable will, they prevailed. 

“Today, Ukrainian heritage is part of the foundation of Alberta. Its rich 
history is imprinted in the culture and continues to be shared with all 
Albertans, thanks to events of our province such as Ukrainian Day,” he 
said. 

Bilous added that he was proud to reconnect with his Ukrainian roots 
during the past four years and noted that this year’s theme of “For Our 
Children,” is dedicated to creating a legacy of Ukrainian culture for 
danced and attended generations to come. 

“The theme is inspired by the work of visual artist Peter Shostak who 
has dedicated much of his artistic life to sharing the stories of Ukrainian 
pioneers through his paintings. 

“Much like Peter Shostak, the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village is 
dedicated to preserving and presenting these stories through the work of 
costumed role players and more than 35 historical buildings on site.” 

Luciw-Andryjowycz stated that “we celebrate the perseverance of our 
pioneers from every wave of immigration which came to Canada over the 
past 124 years. They all brought with them knowledge, experience and 
a commitment while searching for a better life and for the freedoms our 
nation offered. Our settlers came for the children.” 

“Perseverance, resilience and sheer tenacity is in our genes, as Ukrainians 
we have survived and overcome centuries of persecution, only to rise to 
the top in so many different ways. As Ukraine continues to struggle to 
retain its freedoms and independence, our perseverance, resilience and 
tenacity continues to show once again. Thousands of Alberta Ukrainians 
have contributed to support the fight for human rights and democracy, 
humanitarian and medical aid for displaced families, orphaned children 
and injured soldiers. We thank you for all your prayers, humanitarian aid 
and efforts to support our ancestral home, and as you may have noticed, 
we continue to gather funds for humanitarian and medical aid to Ukraine,” 
she added. 

The day began with Church services at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, St. Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox Church and St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church. 

This was followed by the Unveiling of Centenary Name Plaques at 
the Centennial Pioneer Monument, the Legion Memorial Service and 
Monument Blessings at the Royal Canadian Legion Monument and 
Internment Monument, the Centenary Pioneer Certificate Presentations, 
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Вітаємо українську громаду Альберти 


3 24-ї річниці незалежності України! 


3,000 attend 
Ukrainian Day 


Michael Luchkovich Award and Concert, all on the Band Shell Stage | 

Performers at this year’s concert included: Euphoria (band from 
Edmonton), Zabava v Koli (band from Edmonton), Svitanok (5 female 
vocalists from Calgary), Spivohrai (children’s choir from Saskatoon), | | 
Sofiya Fedyna (singer from Lviv, Ukraine) and the Dunai Dance ae 
Ensemble (from Edmonton). 


Other features and activities that day included live folk-art Established i In 1974, the Ukrainian Canal an Congress - Alberta 


demonstrations - Peter Shostak media presentation; Ukrainian гу з 
Б а Grade Provincial Council officially represents and addresses the needs of the 


School life at the end of the 1920s; Musical Entertainment; Children’s Ukrainian-Canadian community i in Alberta, while providing leadership 
Arts & Craft Tent , Soccer Games and a Village Market. i і 
Historical Village Activities included: Free Wagon Rides, Spelling and coordination. 
Bee & Schoolyard Games, Horseshoe Toss, Morse Telegraph, Feather uccab.ca | uccab@shaw.ca | 780-414-1624 
Stripping and Butter Churning. a ee 2 SERS ERIE 


Best wishes to the Ukrainian community 
in Alberta on the 24th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence! 


ERIENDS 
UKRAINIAN MUSIC FEST 
SUNDAY AUG 23, 2015 


10:00 AM - зо PM 


$.005M GATES OPEN 
9:00 AM~1:00 AM STRAWBERRIES & CREAM і: 
10:00 AM 100 PM KALYNA IDOL SINGING CONTEST 


PRESENTED BY KALYNA COUNTRY EEO М 


1200 М +445 PM MUSIC FEST CONCERT - 
PRESENTED BY 790 CFCW 


FEATURING Pe 
| ALBERT BILLEY . SPARKLING TONES = + JIMMY WATSKO + DON & NOREEN KLYM «DYNAMICS 
DIAMONDS - FIVE STAR - JOHN BANDURA & FRIENDS « EDDIE & FREDDIE CEAWILE « “MILLENIA. 
STARLITES « UB + CIMIMARONS - POLKA RAMBLERS - * SLUSARCHUKS " о ньо ення : 

| CHYCHUL FAMILY » KALYNA IDOL WINNERS ; (ie ee 5 
STEVEN CHWOK і но a оо ee 


ASTER OP CEREMONIES 


VISITORS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING LAWN CHAIRS FOR SEATING, SORRY, МО PETS ah «А уні й 


SPECIAL EVENT ADMISSION RATES APPLY. FOR PREE ADMISSION, НОМ YOUR CURRENT EXPERIENCEALDER 
| ТАЗ HISTORY RASS OR FRIENDS OF THE UKRAINIAN VILLAGE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CARD. « 


р з Historical Village Hours: 10:00AM - 5:00PM | 25 mins east of Edmonton on Huy iG 
PHOTOS -MARCO LEVYTSKY AOS, Phone; 780 662 3640 | Admission фінан са у бан 


Clockwise from top Right оп opposite page: Dunai Dancers; Singer для 
Sofiya Fedyna gets in with the audience; Svitanok Singers; Members of 


fiva Fed 790, CFC sKalyna- ' At 
the Canadian Legion and veterans of the First Division of the National 190,CFCW UNTRY ree 


Army of Ukraine march towards the War Memorial. 


40 


YEARS 


РОКІВ 


Celebrating the 24th Anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence 


Святкуємо 24-y Річницю 
Незалежности України 


Eparchial Executive 
2013 - 2015 


Rey. Michael Kowalchyk 


Spiritual Advisor 
Orest Boychuk 
President 
(Vacant) 

Vice President 
John Boyko 
Past President 
Greg Balko 
Secretary 
Ed Hladunewich 
Treasurer 
Joseph Synyshyn, ksv 
Director — Programs & 
Communications 


Bro Orest Boychuk 


President 


UCBC — Edmonton Eparchy 
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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Members of the Ukrainian community were invited by Luba Bilash to 
show up in traditional Ukrainian dress for the first day of the festival, 
August І. Pictured above they pose for a group shot on the Ukrainian 


pavilion’s stage. 


Heritage Festival 
celebrates 40 years 


Ukrainian Pavilion was one 
of the original 11 founders 


(UkrNews)—Servus | Heritage 
Festival celebrated its 40" 
anniversary this year as did the 
Ukrainian Pavilion — one of the 
original 11 that started the festival 
back in 1975. 

The Ukrainian Pavilion also 
had the longest lineups for food, 
according to a CBC News survey 
conducted during the Festival, held 
in Edmonton’s Hawrelak Park, 
August 1-3. 

The only issue the Ukraine 
Pavilion encountered was the 
shortage of Ukrainian volunteers 
to serve the patrons faster, says 
Ukraine Pavilion Chairman Orest 
Boychuk. 


Quick, Convenient 
Meal Solutions 


Whole Wheat Perogy Reuben 
5 CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies 


1% 02, 


Sauerkraut 


3 07. Corned Beet (shaved or thin sliced) 


2 slices 


Swiss Cheese 


Pan fry frozen CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies for 4 
- 5 minutes per side, and arrange on plate. Distribute 
Sauerkraut evenly over perogies. Arrange corned beef 
evenly over the perogies and sauerkraut. Place cheese 
slices on the corned beef. Cooking options; Place in 
microwave for 40 seconds to melt the cheese or bake 
in oven at 175°C (350°F) for 10 minutes. Serve with 
Dijon mustard and pickles. 


For more recipes visit www.cheemo.com 


Potato & Cheddar Potato, Bacon & Romano 
Cheese Cheese 


Potato & Three 
Cheese 


Potato, Spinach & Feta 
Cheese Chives 


Potato, Sour Cream & 


“It was very disappointing to see 
the low response for volunteers 
from our Ukrainian community | 
and Ukrainian organizations that 
did not show. up-to=sup 
be proud of their culture,’ he told 
Ukrainian News. 

“We were blessed that a 
Christian church group, of no 
Ukrainian domination, known as 
The River City Church came to 
our rescue providing volunteers 
to have the Ukraine Pavilion a 
success this year. The church 
group offered volunteers without 
expecting compensation, because 
we needed help. God bless them,” 
he added. 

Boychuk also commended the 
work of Olesya Matskiv from Red 
Deer, who volunteered her time 
to come to Edmonton and raise 
funds for a project called “Help 
Ukrainian Soldiers, Save a Life”. 

“Her hard devoted work paid off 
with good dividends and we are 
proud of her representing Ukraine 
with such proficiency. 

“Tt was an honor to have her at 
our pavilion,” said Boychuk. 

Matskiv immigrated to Canada 
from Ukraine in 1999. 

Boychuk also noted that newly 
appointed Alberta Municipal 
Affairs and Minister of Service 
Alberta, Deron Bilous also showed 
up with his family to help out. 

However, he noted, the pavilion 
may be in jeopardy for future 
festivals. р 

“Today we are contemplating if 
the Ukraine Pavilion has a future 
to continue next year or leave 
the festival all together, due to 
no interest from our Ukrainian 
community and organizations,” he 
said. 

More than 360,000 people 
attended this year’s festival which 
featured 60 pavilions representing 
85 different cultures this year. 
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Left to right: Noelle Misko, Fr. Stanislav Bjeli, Rev, Jim Nakonechny, Deacon for St. Josaphat Cathedral, MP 
Peter Goldring, Minister Tim Uppal, Ivan Fedyna and Larissa Podilsky for the UYUC. 


Youth complex, cathedral get federal grants 


By Lidia M. Wasylyn, 
Board member 
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, 
Secretary, St. Josaphat Cathedral Parish Council 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex are benefiting from 
| the Canada 150 Community Infrastructure Program. 
The program is part of Canada 150 Celebrates, Can- 
ada’s celebration of its 150" anniversary and invests 
in community infrastructure to celebrate Canada’s 
heritage, create jobs, and improve the quality of life 
for all Canadians. 


In a special presentation made on July 26 at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, Minister of State 


~~ for Multiculturalism, Tim Uppal, Member of Parlia- 


ment for Sherwood Park, announced that the Ukrain- 
ian Youth Unity Complex (UYUC) will get $300,100 
and St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral will 
benefit in the amount of $50,000. The amounts were 
presented under the theme “Giving back to Canada: 
shaping the future, leaving a lasting legacy and giving 
a gift to Canada, the Canada 150 Community Infra- 
structure Program.” 

On hand to accept these generous gifts to our com- 
munity were Ivan Fedyna President of the Board of 
Directors of the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex and 
Larissa Podilsky Board Member. Speaking on be- 
half of St. Josaphat Cathedral was then Deacon, now 
Father Jim Nakonechny. Also in attendance were Fr. 
Stanislav Bjeli Associate Priest, Noelle Misko, Mike 
Sorochuk Parish Council representatives. A special 
welcome was extended to Member of Parliament for 
Edmonton East, Peter Goldring a long time supporter 
and friend of Edmonton’s Ukrainian community. 

These funds that support rehabilitation projects for 
existing community facilities across Canada come at 
a very important time for both the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex and St. Josaphat Cathedral. Although 
well maintained, the UYUC is approaching its 50 An- 
niversary while St. Josaphat Cathedral is approaching 
the 75th Anniversary of the current structure, though 
the parish has been in existence since approximately 
1904. Both entities are extremely worthy recipients 
of this financial support and will use the funds to 
update their facilities and in the case of St. Josaphat 
Cathedral to protect a significant architectural and re- 
ligious treasure in Edmonton, that reflects over 100 
years of Ukrainian immigration to Canada. 

For nearly 50 years, the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex has been a mainstay of Ukrainian commun- 
ity life in Edmonton, Alberta. Simply referred to as 
the “Sumivska Domivka” it was built and continues 
to operate as a mostly volunteer run organization. In 
1967 the founders of the Domivka envisioned a place 
for our hromada to gather, a venue for concerts, social 
and family events, a place to provide positive educa- 
tional and social activities for children and youth, a 
home for cultural development and place that encour- 
ages members, volunteers and guests to give back to 
the community. This vision has been realized and so 
much more has been achieved. 

The Domivka opened its doors in 1973 as a multi- 
use complex offering an auditorium with stage facili- 
ties and a banquet kitchen facility. There are meeting 
rooms, a youth wing with a full sized gym, a library, 


a gathering area and six classrooms. It is home to 
rumerous organizations including the Edmonton 
Chapters of the Ukrainian Youth Association (CYM), 
the League of Ukrainian Canadians, the League of 
Ukrainian Canadian Women, the Verkhovyna Ukrain- 
ian Song and Dance Ensemble, (www.verkhovyna.ca), 
the Dunai Dancers, the Verkhovyna School of Dance 
and the Marko Boyeslav Senior’s Association. The 
Domivka is a beehive of activity most days with vari- 
ous recreational and instructional activities for youth, 
dance classes, choir and dance rehearsals, commun- 
ity functions and cultural events. The facilities have 
been booked for fundraisers, community concerts, pri- 
vate functions and Municipal and Legislative public 
events. For 2014, the UYUC boasts a 90% utilization 
rate, having served close to 16,000 guests. 

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic parish was born out 
of the necessity to serve the spiritual needs of Ukrain- 
ian settlers who had started to come to the Canadian 
prairies in the early 1890’s. The need for their own 
church and ministry was acutely felt. The first offi- 
cial Ukrainian Liturgy in Edmonton was celebrat- 
ed on November 9, 1902 in a borrowed church, St. 
Joachim’s, administered by the French Oblates and 
by 1904, the first Ukrainian Catholic Church of St. 
Josaphat was built for the princely sum of $2,500.00 
and blessed in November of that year. 

St. Josaphat’s became a bastion of Ukrainian com- 
munity life in Alberta. As the community grew, so 
did parish life. Through the dedicated and visionary 
work of priests, sisters, missionaries and countless 
volunteers, numerous initiatives and projects came 
to life. These included schools, women’s organiza- 
tions, a newspaper, and choirs to name only a few. 
Nevertheless, the parish and community endured 
the tragedy of the War Measure’s Act of 1914 where 
Ukrainians were subjected to internment, their 
property confiscated and newspapers in foreign lan- 
guages could not be published. Soon after in 1918 
the outbreak of the Spanish Influenza wreaked havoc 
on all Canadians. 

These difficulties did not deter the faithful from their 
commitment to their church and community. They re- 
joiced at the visits by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
in 1910 and 1921 and at the arrival of Bishop Nykyta 
Budka in 1913. The parish continued to grow rapidly. 
By 1938 it was evident the community had outgrown 
its church and by 1941 а new, larger church was built 
on the location it sits today. It became a cathedral in 
1948 and declared a registered historic site in 1984 by 
the Government of Alberta. 

Today, St. Josaphat Cathedral community faces the 
daunting task of renovating and maintaining its mag- 
nificent Cathedral. Work has already begun and will 
take several years to complete. Fundraising is under- 
way and many generous donations will be required to 
complete the work that is essential to protect this reli- 
gious and architectural gem in the heart of Edmonton. 
Funding from the Canada 150 Community Infrastruc- 
ture Program will be put to good use. 

The financial assistance provided to the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex and St. Josaphat Cathedral will 
help insure that these entities can continue to serve the 
needs of the community and provide a lasting legacy 
for future generations of Canadians. 
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Україна збирає доказову 
базу на Путіна 


Олена Ремовська, 
Радіо Свобода 

Щонайменше 3,5 тисяч військових, 60 танків і 
320 бойових машин із Росії брали участь у зброй- 
ному протистоянні під Іловайськом на Донеччині 
у серпні минулого року. Такі дані в середу на- 
вели військова прокуратура й СБУ. Там кажуть: 
цифри підтверджені документально. Так само 
підтверджена, за даними СБУ, причетність до 
Іловайської трагедії безпосередньо начальника 
Генштабу Росії. У Москві натомість заявили про 
«неадекватність» керівництва СБУ. 

Начальник Генштабу Збройних сил Російської 
Федерації Валерій | Герасимов віднині  - 
підозрюваний ворганізації, підготовці і розв'язанні 
збройного конфлікту на території України. Зокре- 
ма, за словами головного військового прокурора 
України Анатолія Матіоса, саме за вказівкою Гера- 
симова у серпні минулого року окремі підрозділи 
Збройних сил Росії вторглися на Донеччину. 

«Для підтримки терористичних організацій 
було переміщено 3 батальйонно-тактичні групи у 
кількості понад 3,5 тисячі осіб, 60 танків, 320 БМП 
1 БРДМ, 60 гармат. З усіх цих видів озброєнь були 
зняті тактичні знаки Збройних сил РФ і нанесені 
розпізнавальні знаки сил АТО, які використовува- 
ли українські Збройні сили», - розповів Матіос. 

За даними СБУ, про підозру у скоєнні зло- 
чину повідомили і Герасимову, і ще десятьом 
військовослужбовцям Російської Федерації, 
які, за версією слідства, перебували на 
території України під час подій в Іловайську. 
Цих військових рік тому затримали, допитали, 
але зрештою обміняли на 200 взятих у полон 
українських громадян. 

У Міноборони Росії у відповідь назаяви з Києва у 
середу зазначили: про підозру Герасимову чи будь- 


кому іншому з російських військовослужбовців He. 


знають. 

«Що ж стосується подальшого розшуку 
російських військовослужбовців, то з метою 
уникнення непорозумінь, рекомендуємо завчас- 
но повідомити нас про виїзд до Росії оператив- 
них співробітників СБУ: їм буде організована 
гідна зустріч, задушевні бесіди і короткі прово- 
ди, які запам'ятаються надовго», - заявив речник 
російського оборонного відомства Ігор Конашен- 
ков. 

Участь своїх кадрових військових у воєнному 
конфлікті на Донбасі Росія заперечує. Водно- 
час, окрім зібраних в Україні офіційних доказів 
цього, про непоодинокі випадки затримання на 
українській території російських військових дня- 
ми заявив і російський капітан Євген Єрофеєв — 
один із двох розвідників, затриманих у травні на 
Луганщині (від яких російська держава, однак, 
відхрещується). 

Сам керівник російського Генштабу Герасимов 
- у санкційному списку Євросоюзу. Ще у квітні 
минулого року Брюссель вніс російського генера- 
ла у цей перелік як відповідального за масове роз- 
гортання російських військ на кордоні з Україною 
і людину, яка могла б вплинути на деескалацію 
конфлікту, але не вплинула. 

Що ж до подій під Іловайськом, то, попри заяви 
Росії про непричетність до подій на сході України, 
у серпні минулого року сам президент Росії Во- 
лодимир Путін закликав сепаратистів відкрити 
«коридор» для виходу українських військових із 
оточення. Бойовики на це нібито погодилися, але 
зрештою порушили свою обіцянку. 

Боєць на псевдо «Лекс» під час іловайських 
подій воював у складі батальйону «Донбас». Він 
- один із тих, хто не з чуток знає про присутність 
на Донбасі російських військових: у серпні мину- 
лого року під час виходу з оточення «Лекс» разом 
із побратимами затримав 8 кадрових російських 
військовослужбовців. 

«Коли ми виходили з Іловайська - потрапили 
у засідку. Там узагалі сепаратистів не було, лише 
росіяни. Ми їх атакували, знищили їхні танки, 
техніку, взяли 8 полонених, На відео вони самі ка- 
жуть, з якої вони частини, якого року народження, 


як їх звати», - розповів боєць. 

Згаданих російських військових бійці «Донба- 
су» домовилися передати їхньому командуванню 
в обмін на можливість вийти з оточення. Попри 
домовленості, на виході «Лекса» і його побратимів 
чекали бойовики «ДНР». 

У Головній військовій прокуратурі України 
говорять про намір заочно засудити начальника 
Генштабу Росії й десятьох згаданих російських 
військовослужбовців. Крім того, за  слова- 
ми Анатолія Матіоса, у розслідуванні подій 
під Іловайськом продовжать збирати докази 
причетності до бойових дій на сході й інших 
російських високопосадовців. 

«У процесі слідства вивчатимуть питання і зби- 
ратимуть відповідні докази команд або ієрархій 
підпорядкування першого заступника міністр 
оборони, міністра оборони, верховного головно- 
командувача Російської Федерації. Прізвища ви 
всі знаєте», - додав військовий прокурор. 

Голова правління «Центру громадянських сво- 
бод» Олександра Матвійчук наголошує, що попри 
очевидні труднощі у засудженні високопосадовців 
сусідньої до держави, зібрати | докази 1 їхньої 
причетності до війни в Україні надзвичайно важ- 
ливо. 

«Всю цю доказову базу можна буде використати 
для потенційних судів міжнародного рівня, - каже 
правозахисниця. - Відкритим залишається питан- 
ня передачі декларації парламенту, ухваленої у 
лютому цього року, про відкриття Міжнародним 
кримінальним судом справи про скоєння воєнних 
злочинів у період із лютого 2014 року go лютий 
2015 року. Але потенційно можуть бути й інші 
міжнародні механізми, в яких потрібно буде 
оцінювати докази. Тому, важливо відкривати такі 
національні кримінальні провадження і збирати ці 


матеріали» rere TT ре 


Українські волонтери і бійці неодноразово 
звертали увагу на те, що правоохоронні органи 
повинні з'ясувати й деталі участі в операції де- 
кого з представників українського командування 
різних рівнів, чиї дії могли погіршити наслідки 
Іловайської трагедії. 

У вересні 2014 року Верховна Рада сформу- 
вала тимчасову слідчу комісію, яка мала встано- 
вити деталі не лише російської участі у боях під 
Іловайськом, але й діяльності (чи бездіяльності) 
командування АТО під час згаданих подій. Звіт 
комісії з'явився у деяких ЗМІ наприкінці жовтня 
минулого року. 

«Ми так і не знаємо ланцюжка рішень щодо 
Іловайська, як вони ухвалювалися, - зазначає во- 
лонтер руху «Повернись живим» Ольга Решети- 
лова. - Ми не знаємо, хто і на якому єтапі віддавав 
накази, на якому етапі вони саботувалися, які ко- 
мандири відступили, оголивши фланги. Все це не 
оприлюднено». 

Очевидець іловайських подій за позивним 
«Лекос» тоді, у серпні минулого року, втратив не 
одного побратима. Прориваючись із оточення, 
«Лекс» із кількома іншими бійцями «Донбасу» 
потрапив у полон бойовиків угруповання «ДНР», 
де був впродовж 5 місяців. «Як можна бути за- 
доволеним, якщо зовсім немає винних?» - каже 
боєць, коментуючи перебіг розслідування обста- 
вин Іловайської трагедії. 

«Я вважаю, це був прорахунок «нагорі», - додає 
«Лекс». - Ми тоді закривали оточення довкола До- 
нецька. ще трохи - і ми б вийшли на Дебальцеве. 
Росія просто перейшла кордон, вдарила у спину 
- конкретно російські війська, регулярні части- 
ни. Чому наші генерали не розрахували те, що 
російські війська можуть просто взяти і перейти 
кордон?» 

За даними Головної військової прокурату- 
ри, внаслідок Гловайських подій загинуло 366 
українських військових і ще 429 були поранені, 
матеріальні збитки склали 298 мільйонів гри- 
вень. Коментуючи перебіг подій під Іловайськом, 
тодішній міністр оборони Валерій Гелетей 
пов'язав масштаби трагедії з масованою участю у 
цих боях на Донеччині російських військових. 
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(UkrNews)—Deacon Jim Nakonechny 
was ordained into priesthood at St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, August 8. 

The Divine Liturgy and ordination was 
conducted by Bishop David Motiuk, Ep- 
arch of Edmonton with the participation of 
Archbishop Emeritus Joseph MacNeil of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Edmonton and 
clergy from the Edmonton and New West- 
minster Eparchies. 

Father Jim Nakonechny is originally from 
Mundane, Alberta and is the eldest son of a 
family of five children. Father Jim has al- 
ways felt a call to serve our Ukrainian people 
and at Бе уоипо age of 16 he left home and 
completed his high school education at St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Catholic College/ Mi- 
nor Seminary in Roblin, Manitoba. 

Father Jim later studied at the University 
of Alberta and achieved a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1996 with a major in Political Sci- 
ence and a minor in Ukrainian language and 


" literature. From there he attended the Uni- 


ersity of Manitoba and studied architec- 
ture. 

In 1999 he completed a Bachelor of En- 
vironmental Design degree, with his focus 
being Byzantine church design. From 2000 
to 2002 Father Jim studied at St. Josaphat’s 
Monastery with the Basilian Fathers in Glen 


Participating clergy and Father Літ Nakonechny 5 family members 


Deacon Jim Nakonechny ordained into priesthood 


Bishop David lays down his hands on Father Jim 


Cove, New York. Upon returning to Canada 
he discerned that his vocation would be best 
developed as an Eparchial seminarian. From 
2002 to 2005 he lived at Holy Spirit Ukraini- 
an Catholic Seminary in Ottawa and studied 
at St. Paul University and Sheptytsky Insti- 
tute. In 2005 Father Jim achieved a Bachelor 
of Theology Degree in Eastern Christian 


Studies. 

Father Jim moved back to Едтопіоп in 
2005 and secured work with Alberta Historic 
Sites & Museums and continues to work as 
the Heritage Conservation Specialist for the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, direct- 
ing the on- site restoration program. He has 
always had an eye and passion for beautify- 
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ing God’s Churches. He has had the oppor- 
tunity to design the interior ornamentation 
program for Christ the Saviour Orthodox 
Church in Ottawa, and ornament the interior 
walls of: St. Vladimir Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in Red Deer, Alberta, The 
Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God 
Church in Edmonton, as well as complet- 
ing interior restoration work at St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Edmonton. 

Father Jim and his wife Olya were married 
in 2007 and they currently have been blessed 
with two children: Mykola (age 4 1/2) and 
Hryhorii (age 3). From the age of 16 years 
old Father Jim served as a cantor in many 
parishes around Edmonton and East Central 
Alberta. He was ordained a Deacon in No- 
vember of 2009 at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral. He has been serving 
the last 2 years at St. Josaphat Cathedral in 
Edmonton. Prior to St. Josaphat Cathedral, 
Father Jim served 3 years at 4 country par- 
ishes at Borschiw, Krakow, New Kiew and 
St. Michael. 

Being ordained as a priest has been a call- 
ing that Father Jim has had since childhood 
and it is his sincere hope that through your 
prayers, and by God’s grace, he may serve 
for many years as a humble priest in God’s 
Vineyard. 


Archaeological excavations continue in Baturyn 


(СТО5)--Ш 2014, the Canada-Ukraine 
archaeological expedition continued 
excavating the remnants of Hetman Ivan 
Mazepa’s main residence in Baturyn. Prior 
to 1700, he constructed a richly embellished 
brick baroque palace that was burned by 
Russian troops during their destruction of 
the town in 1708. 

Many fragments of fine multicoloured 
glazed and terracotta floor. stove, and fagade 
revetment tiles were found. These decorative 
details of Mazepa’s villa represent the 
seyenteenth-century Kyivan school 
architectural majolica. 

Researchers have prepared computer 
reconstructions of nine ornamental floor 
pavement patterns of the palace’s reception 
halls, living quarters, and office premises. 
Of all the known early modern buildings in 
Ukraine, Mazepa’s principal residence in 
Baturyn stands out for the largest number, 
variety, and distinctive features of decorative 
types of ceramic floor tiles and pavement 
methods. This attests to its comparatively 
large size, multistoried and multi-chamber 
architectural design, and exceptional 
embellishment. 

Archaeologists have completed excavating 
the remnants of the spacious service structure 
at Mazepa’s court. It probably housed either 
members of the hetman’s guard or Kozak 
officers from his retinue. The following 
items were found at this site in 2014: 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Polish 
and Russian silver and copper coins; locally 
produced bronze buttons; a clasp and four 
figured appliqués with relief patterns and 


of 


engravings that adorned the costly leather 
belts of officers: lead musket bullets; and 
fragments of imported German glazed 
tableware and Dutch porcelain tobacco pipes. 
Using computer techniques, investigators 
have reconstructed three decorated belts of 
wealthy Kozak officers. 

Among the service structure’s debris and 
within the Baturyn fortress. many shards of 
delicate milk-glass plates painted with floral 
motifs were discovered. These were likely 
brought to early modern Baturyn from the 
Опотап Porte. Finds of imported goods 
indicate the trade connections of the Kozak 
capital with Northern, Central. and Eastern 
Europe and the Islamic East. 

In the Baturyn suburb of Ostroh, a ceramic 
stove tile bearing the relief coat of arms of 
Pylyp Orlyk, a future émigré hetman and 
author of the first Ukrainian constitution 
(1710), was discovered. Archaeologists hope 
to locate the remnants of Orlyk’s residence 
at the site where this heraldic tile was found 

In the fortress, ten seventeenth- and 
eighteenth-century graves of burghers were 
exhumed in 2014. Three of them can be 
identified as victims of the Russian assault 
on Baturyn. 

The excavations of 2014 in Baturyn 
have yielded important data for research 
and reconstruction of the architecture and 
decoration of hetman residences as well as 
the accoutrement of Kozak officers. New 
archaeological finds testify to the vibrancy 
of grain agriculture, crafts, and applied arts 
as well as international commercial and 
cultural contacts of the town before the | 708 


Bronze clasp and decorative appliqués from leather belts of Kozak officers зачин in the 
early eighteenth-century service building in 2014. 


onslaught. 

CIUS. the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval 
Studies (PIMS), and the Ucrainica Research 
Institute in Toronto sponsor the Baturyn 
project. Professor Zenon Kohut (CIUS) 
is its academic leader. Dr. Volodymyr 


Mezentsev (CIUS) and Professor Martin 
Dimnik (PIMS) participate in this research 
and the dissemination of its results. Nearly 
50 students and scholars from universities 
in Chemihiv, Kyiv, and Hlukhiv took part in 
the excavations. 
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Митниця помітила свої 


реформи, бізнес - ні? 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Українська митниця оновлює кадровий склад, спрощує процедури та 
працює над електронним адмініструванням імпорту й експорту. Про це 
звітують представники Державної фіскальної служби, які відповідають 
за митну політику. Водночас і представники бізнес-середовища, і 
експерти ще не бачать істотних позитивних змін у роботі митниці. 
Фахівці закликають уряд розпочати реформи з конкурсного набору в 
митну службу та з тотального спрощення процедур. 

Українська митниця переживає активну фазу реформ, заявляє за- 
ступник голови Державної фіскальної служби і керівник митниці 
Костянтин Лікарчук, підбиваючи підсумки трьох місяців своєї ро- 
боти. За його словами, через зміни в роботі, митна служби навіть 
деякий час зменшувала свої надходження до державного бюджету, 
але нині ситуація стабілізувалася. 

«З червня ми працювали над заміною людей. Це дуже важкий 
процес, бо мало хто хоче звільнитися з системи добровільно. Ми 
продовжуємо над цим працювати і зараз. Маємо ще одну проблему: 
намагання колишніх працівників повернутися на роботу на митни- 
цю у будь-якийспосіб. Ми цьому протидіємо», - запевняє посадо- 
вець. 

Найскладнішою з-поміж усіх змін у роботі митниці виявилася 
заміна старих кадрів, які можуть бути причетними до корупції та 
контрабанди, визнає Костянтин Лікарчук. За його словами, нині вже 
замінили половину місцевих керівників. 

«У травні ми за інерцією перевиконували бюджет приблизно на 
400 мільйонів гривень, - пояснює він. - У червні цьсго не було, бо 
тривали найважчі зміни. У липні ми провели зміни в аналітичній 
роботі ДФС та в департаменті протидії митним правопорушенням, 
ї це дало нам змогу знову вийти на позитивну динаміку наповнення 
бюджету». 

Один з результатів кадрових змін вже можна помітити, запевняє 
посадовець. У зоні роботи Закарпатської митниці, яка зазнала змін 
однією з перших, обсяги контрабанди зменшилися «майже до нуля». 

Керівник митниці наводить оперативну статистику: до змін 
керівництва Закарпатської митниці через її пропускні пункти до 
України в'їжджали близько двох тисяч вантажівок і автобусів на 
місяць із цінними контрабандними товарами. Після зміни в роботі 
митниці приблизно половина цього потоку спробувала в'їхати 
до України через інші області, де кадрове очищення митниці ще 
не завершилося. Ще приблизно 1000 одиниць вантажного транс- 
порту з контрабандою залишаються біля кордону з боку EC, досі 
сподіваючись в'їхати через Закарпаття, розповідає заступник голови 
ДФС. Наступна проблема, яку доведеться вирішувати - це спроби 
провозити цю контрабанду за межами пунктів пропуску, лісами або 
морем, визнає посадовець. 

ДФС наводить статистику щодо боротьби з контрабандою. Так, 
за два останні місяці на Одещині митники припинили численні 
спроби ввезення до України героїну, загальним обсягом понад 600 
кілограмів, а через пункти пропуску на західному кордоні - 22 рази 
завадили нелегальному вивезенню бурштину. 

Натомість керівник адвокатської компанії, яка спеціалізується 
на допомозі бізнесу, Дмитро Йовдій стверджує, що на українській 
митниці досі не провели реальних реформ, які би позитивно вплива- 
ли на економіку. 

«Змінюються вивіски, є імітація реформ, але нічого не 
поліпшується по суті. Те ж саме відбувається з податковою службою 
та іншими органами влади. Як би не змінювали правила - реальні 
реформи неможливі, доки на митниці залишаються люди, замішані 
в корупції та контрабанді. Лише після кадрового очищення матиме 
результат, а наступний крок - зміна митного законодавства, який дає 
змогу проводити подальші реформи», -каже він у коментарі Радіо 
Свобода. 

Оцінювати якість реформ у відомстві треба за результатами, од- 
нак наразі можна констатувати, що за перші місяці роботи нових 
керівників фіскальної служби для клієнтів митниці майже нічого не 
змінилося. 

«Щодо кадрових змін: я ще не бачив відкритих конкурсів на по- 
сади, подібних до тих, які були в генпрокуратурі або в патрульній 
поліції. Хоча, можливо, ці конкурси лише в стадії планування. 
Реформуватися має сам процес взаємодії суб'єктів міжнародної 
економічної діяльності та митниці. Представники західного бізнесу 
кажуть, що на українській митниці для них особливих змін немає», 
- розповідає експерт з об'єднання «Реанімаційний пакет реформ» 
Денис Васильєв. 

Експерт радить спростити принцип подання документів, зокре- 
ма, спростити всі процедури, мінімізувавши особистий контакт між 
клієнтом та посадовцем, який є однією з причин корупції. Денис 
Васильєв наводить приклад Одеської митниці: в порту документи 
суден досі перевіряє величезна кількість служб, і це триває дуже 
довго. А в порту має знаходитися лише митна служба, і вона має 
перевіряти тільки невеликий, чітко визначений набір документів. 

Днями спрощення системи розмитнення і транзиту морських 
вантажів у портах України анонсував і очільник Державної фіскальної 
служби Роман Насіров. За його словами, новий порядок передбачає, 
що вантажі зможуть оглядати лише митники і прикордонники, реш- 
та контрольних органів — на кораблі не підніматимуться. За словами 
ж його заступника Костянтина Лікарчука, одним із наслідків реформ 
на митниці стало те, що зараз в українських портах контрольні орга- 
ни перевіряють лише 5% від усіх вантажів: тільки ті, де є суттєвий 
ризик порушень митних правил. 

План реформування податкової та митної системи, і відповідні 
зміни до законодавства були умовами надання другого траншу 
кредиту Міжнародного валютного фонду. Представники місії фон- 
ду разом з українськими посадовцями розробляли план реформ у 
фіскальному секторі, ця робота завершилася 3 серпня, напередодні 
отримання другого траншу МВФ. 
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Вперше за 10 років українка номінована 
на телевізійну премію «Еммі» 


Ірина Стельмах 

Український продюсер 
Вікторія Бутенко може стати во- 
лодаркою 36-ї премії «Еммі» в 
номінації «Краще висвітлення 
новин, довга форма», яку вруча- 
тимуть 28 вересня в Нью-Йорку. 
Саме в цій номінації і пред- 
ставлений її сюжет про події 20 
лютого 2014 року на Майдані, 
що вийшов на телеканалі CNN. 
Радіо Свобода  зустрілося 3 
Вікторією, яка вперше за 10 
років номінована з України на 
таку престижну телевізійну 
премію. 

- Якщо повернутися думка- 
ми у 20 лютого, коли був знятий 
сюжет «Україна: стрілянина на 
Майдані Незалежності», яким 
пам'ятаєте цей день? 

— По-перше, я не сподівалась, 
що цей сюжет буде номінований. 
Хоча ця робота в інших форма- 
тах уже отримувала призи. Вона 
пройшла у фіналісти New York 
TV and film festival, отримала 
нагороду у Монте-Карло. Але 
коли опублікували номінантів 
на «Еммі», то я проглянула, і 
навіть свого імені не помітила. 
Лише через 2 дні мені про це 
повідомили колеги. 

З одного боку, я розумію, що 
я єдина українка, яка за роки не 
лише номінована, але й прой- 
шла в фіналісти, але з іншого, 
я всім чесно кажу, що, якщо ви 
відкриєте цю номінацію, то по- 
бачите, який там величезний 
колектив людей. Там величезна 
редакційна група, яка збирала 
і перевіряла новини, продю- 
серська група, яка була на місці 
подій, а це три людини: я i два 
мої колеги з Лондону. Тому я 
вважаю, що це командний ре- 
зультат. Я не можу себе навіть 
близько поставити з операто- 
рами, в чиїх кадрах є постріли, 
з журналістами, які стояли на 
балконі тоді, коли всі говорили, 
що працюють снайпери. Саме ці 
люди заслуговують величезної 
поваги. 

А от сам день 20 лютого я 
пам'ятаю уривками, і повної 
картини в мене взагалі немає. Є 
лише окремі фрагменти, які за- 
карбувались у пам'яті. Напри- 
клад, я пам'ятаю, що йшла на 
роботу трішечки пізніше, десь 
на 10-ту, бо ми пізно закінчили 
попереднього дня, а офіс у нас 
був, як і в більшості іноземних 
журналістів, у готелі «Україна». 
Там була гарна точка, де позаду 
кореспондента, який виходив у 
прямий ефір, видно було, як го- 
рять шини. І от я пам'ятаю, як 
йду туди, а під'їхати вже було не- 
можливо, напруга у повітрі вже 
висіла , а я йду через всю вули- 
цю Інститутську. Було реально 
страшно, адже зовні я нічим не 
відрізнялась від інших. У мене 
лише була прес-карта на шиї. 

Другий момент, який 
пам'ятаю, як я спустилась з 10- 
го поверху на І-ий. Ліфт не пра- 
цював, мобільний зв'язок був 
уривчастий, 1 тут я побачила, що 
принесли перших загиблих, і на 
моїх очах батько знайшов сина. 
Це був батько Устима Голодню- 
ка. Це кадр, який досі стоїть у 
мене перед очима. В той момент 
в мені боролись дві речі: людська 
реакція і розуміння, що ти маєш 
шукати оператора. 

Наступна річ, яку я пам'ятаю, 
що ми вже були в режимі мара- 
фону, а Ольга Богомолець англо- 
мовна, і тому потрібна була на 
ефір. Ітутв мені знову почали бо- 
ротись дві речі: з одного боку, ти 


Продюсер телеканалу CNN Вікторія Бутенко 


розумієш усю відповідальність 
того, що ти забираєш лікаря, 
який керує медпунктом у такій 
ситуації, i хоч забираєш на 
15 хвилин, але ж забираєш, 
а з іншого - є включення на 
світову аудиторію. Ольга тоді 
була надзвичайно виснажена. 
Вести її треба було на 10-й по- 
верх, а ти бачиш, що людина 
просто падає. Вже після ефіру 
я схопила якісь фрукти, які в 
нас були, і годувала її по дорозі 
назад, бо людині від перевтоми 
реально було погано. Аж коли 
закінчилась моя зміна, я взяла 
речі, i мене ці всі події за день 
догнали. Мене почало трусити. 

- Окрім вашого матеріалу, 
до списку фіналістів | потра- 
пили і сюжети про події в 
Україні телеканалів NBC, PBS. 
Чи ввідслідковували Bu, що 
про Майдан розповідали інші 
іноземні ЗМІ? 

- Тоді ми були 
зайняті, що у нас не було часу 
відслідковувати. Але коло лю- 
дей, які працюють з іноземними 
ЗМІ, не таке вже й велике. Ми 
всі одне одного знаємо. Крім 
того, 3a свій багаторічний 
досвід роботи у ЗМІ я вже маю 
уявлення про формати, в яких 
працюють газети й телеканали 
(Вікторія Бутенко працювала у 
Los Angeles Times, NBC, BBC, 
CNBC, Al Jazeera International, 
The Wall Street Journal, The 
Telegraph, The Guardian, The 
Observer та інших - ред.) У ко- 
гось більше уваги на іноземні 
новини, а в когось менше, але 
всі працюють, дотримуючись 
стандартів, і покажуть те, що 
дійсно бачили. Всі роблять 
«фактчекінг» (перевірку фактів 
на достовірність - ред.) Плюс 
у гарячі точки переважно їдуть 
люди з великим досвідом робо- 
ти у небезпечних умовах. 

- У зв'язку з цим не можу не 
запитати про те, як оцінюєте 
створення Міністерства 
інформації і його діяльність, 
адже чи не основною його 
метою є робота на іноземну 
аудиторію? 

— Мовлення на іноземну 
аудиторію теж має бути. Я не 
завжди погоджуюсь з мето- 
дами або вважаю, що щось 
було б більш ефективне, але 
чим більше людей будуть бра- 
ти за це відповідальність, чим 
відкритіші ми будемо, тим буде 
краще. 

- Окрім продюсерства на 
CNN, Ви ще й продюсуєте фото- 
графа й журналіста Сергія Лой- 
ка, який, серед іншого, відомий 
портретами «кіборгів» з До- 
нецького аеропорту. Розкажіть, 
коли й з чого почалась ваша 
співпраця? 

- Так сталось, що найпершим 
моїм клієнтом, коли я ще була 
студенткою, був Los Angeles 


настільки 


Times, i коли лише почались події 
на Майдані, було зрозуміло, що 
журналісти цього видання теж 
приїжджають. A Сергій знає 
мову, і в нього величезний досвід 
роботи в таких ситуаціях, тож 
йому не потрібна була якась гло- 
бальна допомога. Ми налагоди- 
ли співпрацю, 1 мені абсолютно 
не було важко йому допомага- 
ти в плані контактів, підказок, 
організації зустрічей. 

Існує міф, що він лише фото- 
кореспондент, але ніхто майже не 
знає, що він за свої статті теж на- 
городжений відзнаками. А у ньо- 
го дуже яскраві статті, і Голлівуд 
зараз веде з ним перемови про 
екранізацію їхньої частини. Че- 
рез свій великий досвід він дуже 
добре знаходить спільну мову з 
військовими, і ті розуміють, що за 
нього можна не боятися. 

Ці фото він надрукував і пода- 
рував їм. Єдине, в нас є умова - на 


що можуть іти кошти з їх TPO 


жу, a WE Ha гуматтююартті mon, тору 
місцевим військовим госпіталям, 1 
ці гроші таки туди йдуть. 

Спершу BiH з просив мене 
відправити його в Піски, але коли 
він попросив відправити його в 
аеропорт, це вже було для мене 
трохи інше. Там ще була така 
ситуація, що якийсь із журналістів, 
що був там перед тим, у своєму 
матеріалі показав те, що, на думку 
військових, не можна було показу- 
вати, бо він видав чи то кількість 
людей, чи то позиції. Відповідно, 
«кіборги» сказали: все, всім до 
побачення. Тож Сергій їхав туди 
без упевненості, що все вийде. А 
фотогалерея «кіборгів» не була 
його редакційним завданням, вона 
не була опублікована в газеті. Ці 
фото він надрукував i подару- 
вав їм, тож вони мають право на 
їх використання. Єдине, в нас є 
умова — на що можуть ITH кошти 
з їх продажу, а це на гуманітарні 
цілі, тобто місцевим військовим 
госпіталям, і ці гроші таки туди 
йдуть. Більше того, Сергій готує 
до другу книгу «Аеропорт», i ба- 
гато «кіборгів» стали військовими 
консультантами видання. 

- Ащосамевонарозповідатиме? 
Окрім суто професійних 
стосунків, у Вас тісні, навіть 
родинні стосунки з багатьма 
українськими журналістами. В 
минулому журналісти, а тепер уже 
народні депутати Ольга Червакова 
та Костянтин Усов - Ваші куми. 
Як оцінюєте похід у політику 
своїх колег і близьких? 

- Я думаю, що на журналістів 
у владі тоді був суспільний за- 
пит. Для більшості це рішення 
також давалось достатньо важко. 
У політику пішли ті журналісти, 
в яких був рівень громадської 
довіри. Я не хочу робити аналіз 
їхньої діяльності, але я думаю, що 
частина з тих, хто нині у владі, че- 
рез деякий час повернуться назад 
у професію. 


, 
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Ukraine says terrorists building a dirty bomb 


By Maxim Tucker 
(Newsweek)—Less than a mile behind the 
rebel front line in eastern Ukraine, the aban- 


| doned warehouses of the Donetsk chemical 


factory sprawl across a chunk of the city’s 
westernmost suburb. The homes surround- 
ing it bear the scars of the past year’s artil- 
lery bombardment. Whole apartment blocks 
have been burned out, and low-rise buildings 
are roofless and riddled with shrapnel holes. 

Long-suffering elderly residents potter 
about the devastated streets of Donetsk’s 
Oktyabrsky district, by now oblivious to the 
thunder of shellfire just a few hundred yards 
away. They are also unaware of a second 


grave danger lying deep within the grounds 


of that nearby chemical plant. 
Inside the 2-square-mile grounds of the 
plant, buried under 10 feet of black Ukrain- 


jan soil, lies a concrete and steel bunker, 


65 feet long, 33 feet wide and 10 feet deep. 
Soviet scientists painstakingly designed and 
built its reinforced walls in 1961. They house 
about 12 tons of radioactive waste. Between 
1961 and 1966, the USSR’s research, indus- 
try and medical facilities dumped their most 
dangerous radioactive materials at the site, 
then sealed it. A year later, information on 
the type of substances stored there vanished. 
“The data on the exact kind of radioactive 
materials there has been lost since 1967,” 
says Vladimir Perevoznik, technical direc- 
tor of Radon, the Ukrainian state enterprise 
responsible for the security of the site until it 
was captured by Russian-backed fighters in 
the spring of last year. “But we do know that 
there was cesium, cobalt, strontium 90 and 
yttrium 90.” 

Most of the waste is probably cesium 
isotopes, Perevoznik explains. They have 
a shelf life ranging from two to 2.3 million 
years and are often used in medical radiation 
therapy, or іп Бе construction industry to 
gauge moisture levels or wall thickness. But 
even a small amount of cesium can be lethal 
without protective casing. “A very small de- 
vice with cesium 137, no bigger than a pen, 
was lost during the construction of a building 
in Kramatorsk [a town in Donetsk region] in 
the 1980s,” says professor Konstantin Loga- 


_ novsky, head of the radiation psychoneurol- 


ogy department at Ukraine’s National Re- 


_ search Center for Radiation Medicine. “Four 
_ children died from leukemia, two adults 


died, and 17 people were disabled for life. 
The ampoule had been built into the wall, 
and the entire building was exposed.” 

A 2002 inspection by Ukraine’s State 

Nuclear Regulation Committee found that 
the level of radiation in the bunker was ex- 
tremely high, at 725.2 billion Becquerel. To 
put that in context, after a tsunami struck 
“the Fukushima nuclear reactor in 2011, the 
Japanese government announced that ces- 
ium radiation of more than 200 Becquerel 
_per kilogram in drinking water was unsafe. 

Exposure to the bunker’s level of gamma 
radiation, even for a short period, could 
cause acute radiation sickness. In the wrong 
hands, cesium 137 could cause organ failure, 
cancer or swift death. And there are now pot- 
entially tons of cesium 137 in rebel hands. 

In theory, the bunker and protective casing 
should render the radioactive chemicals safe, 
despite their proximity to the front line of 
the battle between Ukrainian forces and pro- 

Russia rebels. It’s unlikely to be breached 
‘by even the heaviest shelling. “In order to 
get to the material itself, one needs to break 
the concrete cover, iron and lead layers, so 
‘the site cannot be destroyed very easily,” 
Perevoznik says. 

In other words, the safest thing to do is 
leave it undisturbed in the bunker. 

Yet in early July, Ukraine’s State Security 
Service, the SBU, handed Newsweek a dos- 
sier indicating that rebel fighters had started 
removing the radioactive waste. Their intel- 
ligence suggests the separatist fighters have 
enlisted scientists from Russia to help them 
make a “dirty” radioactive weapon. 

The dossier contains three documents that 
the SBU says it obtained along with hun- 


dreds of others from a hacked rebel email 
account. The documents, which Newsweek 
could not independently verify, appear to 
be military orders from the self- proclaimed 
Donetsk People’s Republic. Written in Rus- 
sian, they instruct officials to allow a group 
of nuclear specialists from the Russian Fed- 
eration to access the site. Apparently signed 
and stamped by DPR Prime Minister Alex- 
ander Zakharchenko, one document orders 
the rebel Vostok battalion to provide armed 
protection for the Russian scientists, while 
instructing the DPR’s Ministry for Emer- 
gency Situations to provide vehicles to carry 
the waste and evacuate people living within 
2 miles of the site between July 2 and 18. 

It is not clear from the documents whether 
the Russian specialists are private individ- 
uals or employees of the Russian state. Ac- 
cording to the instructions, the removal of 
the waste needs to be carried out “to prevent 
an ecological disaster.” 

Russia’s state nuclear agency, Rosatom, 
denied sending specialists to the site. “There 
were no official requests [for us] to deliver 
services to Donetsk,” says Andrei Ivanov, a 
Rosatom spokesman. “Furthermore, the in- 
formation that there is radioactive waste at 
the specified factory is open to question.” 
Ivanov adds that there are a small number 
of private Russian companies capable of re- 
moving radioactive waste. 

The dossier also contains a report from an 
undercover SBU agent in Donetsk and re- 
fers to intercepted radio and telephone com- 
munications. It is this agent’s report, based 
on information apparently gathered during a 
vodka-soaked night with a separatist fighter 
and passed clandestinely to an SBU handler, 
that has sparked fears that the DPR is work- 
ing on a dirty bomb. (The SBU said it could 
not provide recordings or transcripts of these 
conversations to Newsweek.) 

According to the agent’s report, a member 
of the rebel Somalia battalion boasted that 
the unit’s infamous leader, Mikhail Tolstykh, 
better known by his nickname, Givi, told his 
fighters that the DPR “would soon have an 
atomic weapon.” Tolstykh is infamous for 
his indiscretion. His unit uploaded a film of 
him beating and threatening Ukrainian pris- 
oners of war at Donetsk airport in January. 
He has been sanctioned by the European 
Union for his role in the conflict. 

The SBU says that despite the July date 
given on the documents, intelligence from 
their agent and the intercepts suggest that 
Russian specialists visited the site and 
moved some of the waste to a military base 
in June, leaving their protective gear with the 
separatist fighters. 

On a visit to Donetsk in mid-July, News- 
week confronted the DPR’s deputy defense 
minister, Eduard Basurin, with the docu- 
ments. Sitting on the terrace at the Legend 
Café, he scowled momentarily. Then, flash- 
ing a somewhat forced smile, he threw the 
printouts down on the table and ordered an- 
other beer. 

“Fake,” he said. “Why is this fake? It re- 
fers to people and special units that do not 
exist. And we don’t have any repository.” 

When pressed, Basurin acknowledged that 
the individuals addressed in the correspond- 
ence are DPR officials. It is only the Russian 
specialists who cannot be traced. Over the 
course of the interview, toward the end of his 
last lager, Basurin’s story started to shift. 

“Everyone knows that there is a small re- 
pository with waste,” he said. “It also existed 
during Ukrainian times.” 

Asked if he knows the bunker contains 
cesium, he said, “Maybe. І don’t know. 
There were so-called radioactive metals — 
everyone knows about that. But the story 
that we have a repository here and that we 
signed an agreement with Russia is fake.” 

Questioned about Zakharchenko’s stamp 
and signature, the deputy minister was evas- 
ive. “I don’t know what his signature looks 
like. But it is easy to fake.” 

NATO declined to comment on the dos- 
sier, with an official responding that the mil- 


itary alliance is “not in a position to offer an 
assessment on the specific issue raised.” 

U.S. and U.K. intelligence were similarly 
unable to confirm or dispute the evidence 
in the dossier, but diplomatic sources tell 
Newsweek that the issue was referred to the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, which raised it during the talks on 
July 21 in Minsk, Belarus, with Russia and 
the self-proclaimed republics of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. The OSCE, which has a mission in 
Donetsk to monitor the conflict, would say 
only that it has “noted” the dossier. 

In Donetsk, Newsweek was able to verify 
that the Vostok battalion controls access to 
the radioactive waste facility. Several civil- 
ians living a little over a mile from the site 
said they had periodically been offered help 
to evacuate throughout the conflict, but had 
not been forced to leave the area at any par- 
ticular time. “If someone wants to move, the 
DPR helped find new places, but it’s not ne- 
cessary,” said Maria Stanova. “I’ve stayed 
here throughout the war, and I don’t want 
to leave. I don’t know anyone who has been 
forcibly moved.” 

Tight security at the checkpoints, bristling 
with heavy machine guns and manned by agi- 
tated rebel fighters, made it impossible for 
Newsweek to get close to the chemical plant. 

If the SBU’s intelligence is accurate, the 
development of a rebel dirty bomb would 
bring an alarming new dimension to a war 
that has grown increasingly savage as it drags 
into a second year. The U.N. estimates the 
conflict has already taken more than 6,700 
lives, with the true number likely much high- 
er. Rights groups accuse both sides of war 
crimes, such as torturing prisoners and kill- 
ing civilians. 

Although a dirty bomb has nothing like the 
destructive capacity of an atomic bomb, the 
threat of such a weapon in the hands of an 
ill-disciplined and ruthless fighting force is a 
terrifying prospect. The extent of radioactive 
contamination would mostly be determined 
by method of delivery and wind patterns, 
experts say. The threat is greatest if radio- 
active materials can be refined to dust and 
dispersed by a high-explosive detonation at 
a great height, or if radiation contaminates 
a water supply. Detonation at ground level 
is unlikely to spread radiation far, but it is 
the invisible nature of the poison that makes 


the dirty bomb such an effective terrorist 
weapon. 

“A dirty bomb actually has a limited radio- 
logical impact,” says Loganovsky. “But after 
an explosion, there will be chaos and panic 
in society. Normal life will be destroyed by 
fear of radiation poisoning, so it’s a very sig- 
nificant threat.” 

The unpredictable nature of a dirty bomb 
makes it a dangerous weapon even for those 
deploying it. But throughout the conflict, 
both sides have shown scant regard for civil- 
ian lives, shelling populated areas indiscrim- 
inately. And it is the Russian-backed forces 
that have committed the most flagrant war 
crimes, rights groups say. “Two of the dead- 
liest attacks with civilian casualties in recent 
fighting were due to the unlawful use of 
unguided rockets by the Russian-backed re- 
bels,” says Ole Solvang, senior emergencies 
researcher at Human Rights Watch. 

In one incident, four multiple rocket 
launch systems fired dozens of rockets at a 
densely populated suburb in the port town 
of Mariupol, killing 31 people and injuring 
more than 90. Another rebel rocket attack 
tore apart a passenger bus at a checkpoint, 
killing 12 civilians and wounding another 
18. 

Despite a supposed cease-fire, the conflict 
shows no sign of resolution, and rebel disci- 
pline continues to be suspect. Driving out of 
Donetsk, past the city’s bombed-out bridges 
and its scattered anti-tank defenses, News- 
week went through five fortified check- 
points, four of them defended by a handful 
of teenage boys and a couple of aging superi- 
ors. On the front line, at the last checkpoint 
before Ukrainian territory, sunburnt soldiers 
swayed with their Kalashnikovs, visibly 
drunk. A solitary prostitute lingered nearby, 
clad in white knee-high boots and little else. 

“This war won’t end until we have the 
whole of Donetsk and Luhansk regions,” 
said one separatist fighter, referring to an 
area more than twice the size of the land 
the rebels currently occupy. “We'll kick the 
“Ukrops’ back to Kyiv.” 

But with Russian support muted as 
President Vladimir Putin uses the Iran nucle- 
ar deal to negotiate a thaw in relations with 
the West, the rebels have limited resources to 
achieve that goal. Now Ukraine says a dirty 
bomb could be one of them. 


Russian hackers suspected in e-mail 
attack on U.S. military chiefs 


(RFE/RL)—Russia is the leading suspect 
in a sophisticated cyber attack on the un- 
classified e-mail network of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, forcing the military com- 
mand to shut the system down, U.S. officials 
said August 6. 

The hack was a spearphishing attack, 
officials said, which involves scammers 
sending e-mails that purportedly are from 
colleagues. If the e-mail’s attachments are 
double-clicked, they introduce malware into 
the system. 

The hackers used an automated system that 
rapidly gathered massive amounts of data, but 
no classified information appears to have been 
seized or compromised, officials said. 

Officials told Reuters the attack bore the 
hallmarks of a foreign state, as opposed to a 
less sophisticated hacker. 

The Pentagon confirmed the unclassified 
e-mail system of the Joint Staff, which em- 
ploys about 2,500 civilian and uniformed 
personnel, was taken offline for two weeks 
pending an investigation. 

The rest of the Pentagon appeared to be 
unaffected. 

“We continue to identify and mitigate 
cybersecurity risks across our networks,” 
Pentagon spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel 
Valerie Henderson said. 

“With those goals in mind, we have taken 
the Joint Staff network down and continue 


to investigate. Our top priority is to restore 
services as quickly as possible.” 

In late April, U.S. Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter blamed Russian hackers for a cyber 
intrusion on an unclassified U.S. military 
network, saying they discovered an old vul- 
nerability that had not been patched. The 
Pentagon quickly identified the compromise 
and hunted down the intruders. 

Dmitri Alperovitch, chief technology offi- 
cer and co-founder of CrowdStrike, a cyber- 
security firm, said his company had seen a 
“massive escalation” in cyber attacks tied 
to the Russian government since sanctions 
were imposed last year over Moscow’s ag- 
gressive actions in Ukraine. 

He said he had no information on the al- 
leged attack on the Joint Staff network, but 
his firm had detected a large number of at- 
tacks against U.S. national security agen- 
cies and commercial companies by a hacker 
огоир called “Cozy Bear” that had clear ties 
to the Russian government. 

Cozy Bear has engaged in a variety of 
cyber attacks, ranging from spearphishing to 
more sophisticated and complex attacks. The 
latest set of attacks used hundreds of e-mails 
with a zipfile attachment that, if double- 
clicked, could introduce the malware to an 
organization’s networks, Alperovitch said. 

“Once they get a beachhead, their trade- 
craft is very, very good,” he said. 
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Russian politician 
Gaidar gets 
Ukrainian citizenship 


(RFE/RL)—Russian politician 
Maria Gaidar, who was appointed 
as deputy governor of Ukraine’s 
Odesa region in mid-July, has re- 
ceived Ukrainian citizenship. 

Ukraine’s presidential press ser- 
vice said on August 4 that President 
Petro Poroshenko signed a decree 
granting citizenship to Gaidar be- 
fore presenting her with a Ukrain- 
jan passport. 

Poroshenko gave another pass- 
port to former Forbes Ukraine 
editor in chief Vladimir Fedorin, 
who also lives in Odesa. 

“Your example shows conclu- 
sively that it is impossible to stay 
silent, it is necessary to live at 
peace with your conscience,” Poro- 
shenko told Gaidar. 

Gaidar said Ukrainian citizen- 
ship is a landmark choice for her: 
“Tam here at a time that is difficult 
for the Ukrainian people in order to 
share the destiny of the Ukrainian 
people.” 


She said she hoped “Ukraine will 
see that Russians are not just war, 
aggression, and hatred.” 

The governor of Ukraine’s Odesa 
region, former Georgian President 
Mikheil Saakashvili, announced 
on July 17 the appointment of Gai- 
dar as a deputy supervising social 
issues in Odesa. 

Gaidar, 32, is the daughter of 
the late Yegor Gaidar, Russia’s 
reformist acting prime minister 
under President Boris Yeltsin in the 
1990s. ; 

She is a vocal critic of Yeltsin’s 
successor, President Vladimir Pu- 
tin. 

Saakashvili, Georgian president 
from 2004 to 2013, has headed the 
Odesa region since May. 

Poroshenko’s government has 
appointed several foreigners to 
state posts after antigovernment 
protests toppled | pro-Russian 
President Viktor Yanukovych in 
February 2014. 


Yanukovych ‘will not 
show up’ for questioning 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s fugitive 
ex-President Viktor Yanukovych 
will not show up at the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office in Kyiv for ques- 
tioning, his lawyer Vitaliy Serdyuk 
says. 

Ukrainian authorities said on 
August 6 that they had subpoenaed 
Yanukoyych to testify in a corrup- 
tion investigation. 

Serdyuk told Hromadske.ty tele- 
vision channel on August 7 that 
Yanukovych will not attend the 
questioning due to “fears for his 


life and health safety.” 

Serdyuk added though that his 
client is ready to answer any ques- 
tions regarding the case via video. 

Yanukovych fled Ukraine in 
late February 2014 amid violent 
pro-European mass protests and 
is currently residing in Russia, 
though his exact whereabouts are 
unknown. 

He was accused in absentia of 
ordering gunfire at pro-European 
protesters, corruption, and embez- 
zlement. 


France returns money for 
canceled Mistrals 


(RFE/RL)—The Kremlin says 
France has paid compensation for 
a canceled contract for the delivery 
of two Mistral-class warships to 
Russia. 

French President Francois Hol- 
lande’s office, meanwhile, has con- 
firmed that a deal was reached to 
“fully reimburse” Russia for the 
cancelation of the sale — which 
came as part of the European re- 
sponse to Russia’s illegal annexa- 
tion of Crimea and the Kremlin’s 
support for pro-Russian separatist 


fighters in eastern Ukraine. 

The statement said the refund 
would amount to all of the money 
Russia had already paid, but did 
not give that figure. 

France will keep the warships. 

A Kremlin statement on August 
5 said Moscow now considered the 
dispute to be resolved. 

The original 2011 deal for the 
two warships was worth $1.3 bil- 
lion. It was meant to be the big- 
gest arms sale ever to Russia by a 
NATO country. 


Russian ruble continues slide 


(RFE/RL)—The value of the Russian ruble continued to slide, hitting 
lows against the euro and the dollar not seen since early this year. 
The ruble-euro rate reached more than 70 rubles and fell to 64.4 rubles 


to the dollar in trading on August 6. 


The euro rate was the lowest since March and the dollar rate was the 


weakest since February. 


The ruble’s fall is tied to the Russian economy, which has slumped into 
recession due to lower oil prices and Western sanctions against Moscow 
because of the Kremlin’s involvement in the Ukraine crisis. 

The ruble lost about half of its value in 2014 but recovered slightly this 


year after energy prices stabilized. 


Russian officials have predicted the economy will shrink by some 2.8 
percent this year and the IMF has said the prolonged Western sanctions 
could lead to a 9 percent drop in GDP in Russia in the medium term. 
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A force for change: Kyiv’s new cops 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—A new police force in 
Kyiv seems to be winning over the 
public in the Ukrainian capital, if 
social media is any barometer. Sel- 
fies with some of the 2,000 officers 
— many of them young and photo- 
genic, and a fifth of them female — 
are all the rage on the Internet. 

Better-trained and _better-paid, 
the police force is also perhaps the 
most visible reform put in place 
by Ukraine’s government since it 
came to power in February 2014. 

The new police force took to the 
streets of Kyiv after being formally 
sworn in on July 4, replacing the 
old traffic police corps and tak- 
ing on additional duties. President 
Petro Poroshenko told the force, 
which will first patrol big towns 
and then be deployed across the 
country, that it was their task not 
only to uphold the law but “also to 
make people believe that reforms 
are inevitable.” 

For many in Ukraine, like else- 
where in the former Soviet Union, 
the police have been more loathed 
than loved, seen more interested 
in harassing rather than protecting 
citizens, including the extortion of 
bribes. The pro-Western govern- 
ment may see police reform as a 
way to shake off the legacy of the 
Soviet-era at a time when it is fight- 
ing Russian-backed rebels in the 
east and smarting from Moscow’s 
takeover of the Crimea region. 

Washington has given its back- 
ing to the police reform project, 
providing training and money. 
Overseeing the effort is Deputy In- 
terior Minister Eka Zguladze, who 
was in charge of a much-praised 
police overhaul in her native Geor- 
gia under former President Mikheil 
Saaksahvili — another Georgian 
hired by Poroshenko to shake 
things up in Ukraine, as governor 
of the Odesa region. 

The U.S. Department of Justice 
and the Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement 
Affairs provided training to 100 
Ukrainian police instructors earlier 
this year. Those instructors then 
went on to teach the new police 
course in Kyiv for the first class 
of officers. Besides U.S. training, 
the new officers have received 
U.S.-style uniforms with the kind 
of high-crowned, black-brimmed 
caps worn by many police in Amer- 


Police officers wait before an oath-taking ceremony in Kyiv on July 4. 


ican cities. 

The United States, which says 
that reforms are a sure-fire way for 
Ukraine to ward off Russian influ- 
ence, has contributed $15 million 
to the effort. The new patrol force 
in Kyiv is still viewed as experi- 
mental. Other branches of the po- 
lice in the capital have not been 
disbanded. New patrol police are 
expected to hit the streets in other 
Ukrainian cities, including Myko- 
latv and Odesa on the Black Sea 
coast, in the coming months. 

Average monthly pay for the new 
officers in Kyiv ranges from 7,000 
to 10,000 hryvnias ($320 - $450), a 
cut above the average Kyiv salary 
of 6,000 hryvnias. 

Besides the pay, many officers 
say they were drawn to the job by a 
desire to help others. 

Yuriy Sivobrod, a 28-year-old 
who used to work as a construction 
firm manager, told RFE/RL’s Rus- 
sian Service the new force “is try- 
ing to help wherever we can.” 

“There’ve been times when a 
driver’s car has broken down and 
we’ve helped him get it to a car re- 
pair site, or helped someone who’s 
run out of gas. In the past, it was 
impossible to get the police to help 
in such cases,” Sivobrod said. 

Nadia Ivanova, a 21-year-old 
former physical education teacher, 
said she joined in part to follow in 
the footsteps of her father, a former 
officer. She told RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service that women and men on the 
new force have the same rights and 
responsibilities. 

“Everyone gets along well with 
one another. If a male colleague 
was to harass a female officer, I 
think he would be fired immedi- 


ately,” Ivanova said. 

Roman Nedilko, a 26-year-old 
former soldier in the Ukrainian 
army, said he was attracted by the 
prospect of being able to help bring 
long-anticipated reforms to life. 

“We want to change something 
in this country so that people will 
trust us, that they can approach us 
and ask for help and we won’t de- 
mand a bribe,” Nedilko told RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service in July. 

And people are approaching, 
stopping the new officers on the 
streets of Kyiv for joint photo- 
graphs, or selfies, including Pavel 
Kanygin, a journalist with Russian 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta who has 
reported from the conflict zone in 
Donbas, in eastern Ukraine. 

The new officers also don’t ap- 
pear shy to go after those in power. 

Parliament member Volodymyr 
Parasyuk, for example, was ticket- 
ed for running a red light in down- 
town Kyiv last month. He took part 
in the Euromaidan protests and 
later fought in Donbas as a member 
of the Dnipro-Battalion-————~ 

Ukraine has already made greater 
strides to recast its police than Rus- 
sia, where critics of a major 2011 
police reform effort say changes 
have been more cosmetic than con- 
crete, according to Yevhen Zakh- 
агоу, the director of Kharkiv-based 
NGO Human Rights in Ukraine. 

“All the organs of the former 
police [in Ukraine] are to be li- 
quidated, people fired, and the na- 
tional police force will be created 
from scratch. As far as I know, in 
Russia nothing similar happened, 
everything was simply renamed,” 
Zakharov told RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service. 


Amnesty condemns Russia’s ‘terror’ trial 


(UkrNews)—Evidence 
presented at the ongoing trial of 
the well-known Ukrainian film 
director Oleg Sentsov and ecologist 
Aleksandr Kolchenko in Russia 
may have been extracted under 
duress, Amnesty International said 
August 6. 

The two pro-Ukrainian activists 
were arrested shortly after Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea, their home 
region, in 2014. 

Two key witnesses for the 
prosecution, both of whom have been 
sentenced to prison earlier this year, 
have refused to testify at the trial. 
One of them, Gennady Аїапазеу, 
retracted his testimony saying that 
he had been pressured into signing a 
false statement. There are concerns 
for his safety and the safety of the 
other witness, Aleksei Chirny, after 
it was reported that they had been 
visited in detention by members of 
Russian security services. 

“We have serious concerns about 
fundamental flaws in this trial, 
and we fear that Oleg Sentsov and 
Aleksandr Kolchenko have been 


targeted for their opposition to the 
Russian occupation of Crimea,” 
said Heather McGill, Researcher at 
Amnesty International. 

“The absurdity of some of 
the prosecution evidence and 
their reliance on testimonies by 
witnesses who have complained 
of torture suggest that the charges 
may have been fabricated. From 
the courtroom proceedings, it 
appears the case is collapsing for 
lack of reliable evidence.” 

Oleg Sentsoy faces a life 
sentence, accused of setting up 
a “terrorist” group and carrying 
out minor arson attacks, which 
have been qualified as “terrorist 
acts”, in the Crimean capital 
Simferopol in April 2014, shortly 
after the Russian occupation of 
the peninsula. His co-defendant, 
Aleksandr Kolchenko, is accused 
of being a member of Sentsov’s 
alleged group and of taking part 
in the “terrorist” attack. He could 
receive a maximum sentence of 20 
years. 

The two men were transferred 


from pre-trial detention centre 
in Moscow to the southern 
Russian city of Rostov-on-Don 
to face a military court. Amnesty 
International opposes the trial of 
civilians by military courts. Sentsov 
has complained that he was tortured 
after he was detained in May 2014 
by the Russian Federal Security 
Service (FSB), as has at least one 
of the prosecution’s witnesses 
against the two men. Both Sentsov 
and Kolchenko were denied access 
to their Russian lawyers for more 
than four days after their transfer 
from Crimea to Moscow. 

Amnesty International is urging 
the Russian authorities to drop 
the . terrorism-related charges 
against Sentsov and Kolchenko 
immediately. They should face 
appropriate charges or be released. 
The authorities must thoroughly 
and independently investigate 
the allegations of torture and 
other human rights violations, 
and ensure the physical safety of 
the defendants and the witnesses. 
Russia claims 463,000 
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Suzanna Brytan, Executive Director of St. John’s Institute (left and 
Roman Brytan, Master of Ceremonies. 


Ukrainian-Jewish 


exhibit opens at SJI 


(UkrNews)—Minister of State for Multiculturalism Tim Uppal 
officially opened the travelling exhibit “A Journey through the Ukrainian- 
Jewish Encounter: From Antiquity to 1914” at St. John’s Institute in 
Edmonton, August 4. 

This exhibition explores the 2,000-year presence of Jews on Ukrainian 
lands alongside the historical experience of Ukrainians, through long 
periods of co-existence, interaction, and multi-faceted cultural cross- 
fertilization. 

It includes segments on the origins and remarkable growth of Hasidism 
on the territory of Ukraine, the challenging transformations experienced 
by these two stateless peoples in the course of the “long nineteenth 
century” in the Russian Empire and under Austrian Habsburg rule, and 
the migration of large numbers of both Jews and Ukrainians to North 
America, Canada in particular, beginning in the 1880s—90s. 

This exhibit was organized by the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter 
(UJE), a privately organized, multinational initiative launched in 2008 
as a collaborative project involving Ukrainians of Jewish and Christian 
heritages and others, in Ukraine and Israel as well as in the diasporas. 


Its work engages scholars, civic leaders, artists. governments and the 
broader public in an effort to promote stronger and deeper relations 


between the two peoples. 5 

It was founded by Ukrainian Canadian entrepreneur and philanthropist 
James Temerty, Chairman of Northland Power Inc., a major Canadian 
independent power company. 

Uppal was introduced by UJE Director Berel Rodal. UJE Co-Director 
Alti Rodal noted that the exhibit had four underlying themes and 
messages. These are that Ukrainian Jewish interaction dates back 2,000 
years; that Jewish culture flourished on Ukrainian land; that both sides 
influenced each other culturally and that stereotypes of both cultures 
have emerged. 

Greetings were also delivered by Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, President 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial Council; Debby 
Shoctor, (Chief Executive Officer of the Jewish Federation of Edmonton; 
Radomir Bilash, President of the Alberta Society for the Advancement of 
Ukrainian Studies and Suzanna Brytan, Executive Director of St. John’s 
Institute 

World FM’s Ukrainian Program producer Roman Brytan served as 
Master of Ceremonies. 

The exhibit runs until August 18. 

It was previously shown at the Schwartz/Reisman Centre, Vaughan, 
Ont.; the Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre, Winnipeg; 
and St. Vladimir Institute in Toronto. 

Sept. 1 — Sept. 11 it will be shown at the Jewish Public Library and the 
Ukrainian National Federation of Canada, in Montreal. 


HOW |S THE KHMSLNY PSH COSSACK 
UPRISING PERCEIVED IM THE HISTORICAL 
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Visitor views the Khmelnytsky panel 
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Russia destroys smuggled western food 


(RFE/RL)—Russian officials 
have used a steamroller to crush 
tons of cheese, fruit, and vege- 
tables — defying public outrage 
to begin a controversial effort to 
destroy Western food that has been 
smuggled into the crisis-hit coun- 
try. 

Russian television on August 6 
showed officials dumping almost 9 
tons of cheese on a patch of waste- 
land and crushing it with a steam- 


roller in the Belgorod region bor- 
dering Ukraine. 

Authorities said the cheese 
had arrived from Ukraine in un- 
marked boxes, but was mostly 
likely produced in the European 
Union. 

Russia in 2014 imposed an em- 
bargo on Western food imports in 
retaliation for Western sanctions 
that were imposed over Russia’s il- 
legal annexation of Ukraine and its 


support for pro-Russian separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

President Vladimir Putin has 
signed a decree ordering the de- 
struction of all food that violates 
the Kremlin’s food embargo. 

The order has provoked an out- 
burst of public ire at a time when 
Russia’s economic crisis has 
pushed millions into poverty and 
made it harder for them to afford 
basic food. 
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Vohon Auditions 


August 30, 6:00 PM 


UNF Hall, 10629 — 


98 St, Edmonton 


UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE 


The Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance is holding 
registration for our 2015-2016 season. 


Join in the excitement! 

The Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance (ESUD) was established in 1988 by 
Ken Kachmar, with a vision to provide a positive and inviting place for students to 
learn about their Ukrainian heritage through dance. Kachmar, having taught many 
different dance groups over his years, wanted a school that perpetuated the vivacity 
and zest for life of his ancestors. 

Today, ESUD has developed into a vibrant studio that is home to over 120 dancers, 
aged 3 to 70 years. ESUD is focused primarily on community and spreading the art 
of dance, and participates in multiple community performance opportunities through- 
out the year in addition to competitions. 

The Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance offers: 


» School-owned costumes 


° Ballet instruction beginning at the junior level 

* Professional studio, mirrors, ballet barres, and professional dance floor 

« No annual fundraising commitments 

ESUD is connected to the Мобоп Ukrainian Dance Ensemble as well, and many of 
its students have become company members as they enter adulthood. 

Vatra, an adult ensemble, and Vohnetz, a junior performing ensemble for ages 13- 
20, are also part of the ESUD family. Vohnetz is a well-established group of young 
dancers that offers performance travel opportunities. 

Registration is: Tuesday, September 8 and September 15, 2015, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 

UNF Hall, 10629 98 Street, Edmonton 

OR:Contact Ken Kachmar for more information or to register today! 

780.424.6632, 780.499.1958, or email vohon@shaw.ca www.vohon.ca 
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Robert Conquest, 
acclaimed historian of 
Soviet Russia, dies at 98 


Chris Nielsen MLA 


Edmonton-Decore 


Email: edmonton.decore@assembly.ab.ca 
Phone: 780-414-1328 
Fax: 780-414-1330 


Website: www.assembly.ab.ca 


#5, 9228 — 144 Avenue NW 
Edmonton, AB T5E 6A3 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri9 AM - 5 PM 
Thurs 10 AM-6 PM 
Follow me on social media! 


Thank you for your patience! Our constituency office is 
now open. My staff апа І are at your service. 


You are invited to attend our Constituency, Office 
Open House on September 12, 2015 from 1 р.т.- 3 | 
p.m. 


| look forward to meeting you! 
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BLOOR WEST VILLAGE 
ТОВ 


(RFE/RL)—Robert Conquest, an 
Anglo-American historian whose 
works on the terror and privation 
under Josef Stalin made him the 
preeminent Western chronicler of 
the horrors of Soviet rule, died on 
August 3 in Palo Alto, California. 

He was 98 years old. 

Conquest’s master work, “The 
Great Terror,” published in 1968, 
was the first detailed account of the 
Stalinist purges from 1937 to 1939. 

He estimated that under Stalin, 
20 million people perished from 
famine and millions more were 
executed by the regime. 

An ardent Bolshevik as a young 
man, Conquest became a bitter foe 
of Soviet “socialism” and came to 
personify the saying that no anti- 
communist is so dedicated as an 
ex-communist. 

He had first visited Russia in 
1937 as a youthful devotee of the 
great experiment and did not return 
until 1989. 


“His books did as much as any 
other man’s to alter our view of the 
communist experience,” said the 
London Telegraph. 

Besides being one of the out- 
standing scholars of his time, Con- 
quest was a published poet. 

He is survived by his fourth wife, 
Elizabeth, and two sons. 


Evidence of possible Russian 
missiles in MH17 tragedy 


(RFE/RL)—Dutch prosecutors say they have found possible parts of a 
Russian-made BUK missile system at the site in eastern Ukraine where 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 was brought down in 2014, killing all 
298 people on board. 

A statement from the Netherlands’ national prosecutor’s office, which 
is involved in a joint international investigation into the MH17 tragedy, 
said the parts “are of particular interest to the criminal investigation as 
they can possibly provide more information about who was involved in 
the crash.” 

The possible physical evidence of a missile was in the possession of 
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the Dutch Safety Board.  ||/8/ 

Flight MH17 crashed over territory held by pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine in July 2014, killing all 298 people aboard. 

Leaked details of the Dutch-led probe suggest the plane was shot 
down by a Russian-supplied surface-to-air missile fired from separatist- 
controlled territory. 

The final conclusions of the investigators are expected to be released in 
October. 
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